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Dr. Li Wu Awarded a Two-Year NIH R21 Grant 
 

Dr. Li Wu, Associate Professor in the Department of 
Veterinary Biosciences was awarded a two-year R21 grant 
from the National Institutes of Health that will support his 
study on HIV-1 restriction in primary human monocytes. HIV-
1 infection is a leading killer of people worldwide among 
infectious diseases, causing 2-3 million AIDS deaths 
annually. HIV-1 persistence is the major barrier to successful 
AIDS treatment. Dr. Wu will explore novel mechanisms that 
inhibit HIV-1 replication in primary monocytes. Accomplishing 
the proposed aims will advance basic knowledge of HIV-host 
interactions that may enhance our understanding of more 

general aspects of retrovirus-host interactions. Ultimately, the knowledge 
learned from the proposed studies will enable design of novel approaches to 
block retrovirus/HIV-1 replication in target cells. 

 
 



Dr. Patrick Green Awarded a Two-Year NIH R21 Grant 
 

Dr. Patrick Green, Associate Dean for Research and 
Graduate Studies was awarded a National Institutes of Health 
R21 grant for his request entitled “Role of viral APH-2 in 
HTLV-2 replication and persistence”.  HTLV-1 and HTLV-2 
are the only known examples of oncogenic human 
retroviruses. The number of HTLV infections worldwide 
appears to be increasing, spreading outside the historical 
endemic regions of Japan, Africa, S. America and the 
Caribbean basin. Unfortunately, current therapies for the 
associated malignancy are relatively unsuccessful.  
 

HTLV-1 and HTLV-2 are highly-related viruses, but their clinical manifestations 
are significantly different. HTLV-1 is associated with leukemia and a variety of 
immune-mediated diseases. In contrast, HTLV-2 is much less pathogenic, being 
associated with only a few cases of leukemia and neurological disease. The 
precise mechanism and viral determinants responsible for their distinct 
differences in pathogenesis are unknown. Both viruses encode, in addition to 
structural and enzymatic proteins, regulatory and accessory proteins that are 
crucial for replication, cellular transformation, and viral persistence. The results 
from this work will direct future research to develop appropriate therapeutics. 
 
Dr. Yasuko Rikihisa Awarded a Five-Year NIH R01 Grant  
 

Dr. Yasuko Rikihisa, Professor in the Department of 
Veterinary Biosciences was recently awarded an R01 
Research grant from the National Institutes of Health. The 
grant, “Keys to prevent cholesterol robbery and infection by 
obligatory intracellular bacteria”, focuses on the bacterium 
Anaplasma phagocytophilum.  A. phagocytophilum infects 
human white blood cells and causes the emerging tick-borne 
zoonosis “human granulocytic anaplasmosis”. The study will 
investigate how Anaplasma acquires this specific source of 
cholesterol inside human cells. The work expects to identify 
the critical site of diversion of LDL-derived cholesterol that 

can be blocked, resulting in inhibition of Anaplasma infection without harming 
host cells.  
 
Selected Invitations & Recognitions: 

Invitations:  

Dr. Thomas Rosol was presented with a Speaker Award in the 
Fall 2011 by the FDA Center for Food Safety and Applied 
Nutrition (CFSAN) for his seminar on Endocrine Toxicologic 



Pathology that was sponsored by the Society of Toxicologic Pathologists. 
The seminar was presented to the staff at CFSAN and was webcast to other FDA 
centers, USDA, and EPA.  
 
Emeritus Faculty member, Dr. Larry Nagode made a webinar presentation on 
Jan. 10, 2012 in Ocala, Florida on the relationship of “Calcitriol to Renal Disease 
in Small Animals.” You can view his webinar at www.francks.com  

Recognitions:  Faculty and staff who completed 25, 30, 35, 40, 45 and 50 or 
more years of service were honored at the Service Recognition Brunch in 
December 2011. The honorees were: 

45 Years: Jan Sally 

40 Years: Abdul Rahaman  

35 Years: Dr. Stephen Strauch 

25 Years: Drs. Young Lin, Judy Radin, Yasuko Rikihisa, Thomas Rosol 

Staff Profile: Amanda Robinson 

Amanda Robinson is a Postdoctoral Researcher in Dr. 
Patrick Green’s lab.  She is originally from northwest Ohio 
and received her BA in Microbiology at Ohio Wesleyan 
University.  After graduation, Amanda pursued a PhD in 
Cellular and Molecular Biology at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, studying Epstein-Barr virus.  Currently, 
she is researching the role of PRMT5 during HTLV-1-
mediated transformation. When not working in the lab, 
Amanda enjoys playing softball and volleyball, as well as 
watching college and professional sports.  Her other 
interests include reading, biking, visiting family, and 

socializing with friends.  We are all happy to have Amanda in the VBS family! 

 

Announcements: 

Advances in Veterinary Medicine Research Day 

Save the Date - April 12, 2012 - Keynote Speaker & Poster Presentations 

Advances in Veterinary Medicine Day is designed to showcase the research and 
scholarship accomplishments of veterinary students, residents, graduate 
students and faculty in the college. It is a way for the college community to come 
together and learn about exciting research being carried out by colleagues. 

http://www.francks.com/


Travel grants are awarded to the best student poster presentations in each of the 
five areas of study: immunology and infectious diseases, molecular and cellular 
biology, structure and function, clinical research, and epidemiology and applied 
research. The awards help students fund their travel to a national or international 
scientific meeting to present their research. 

2011 FSA plan year incurred expense deadline 

Human Resources is reminding faculty and staff who participated in the Flexible 
Spending Accounts program for the 2011 plan year that eligible expenses have 
to be incurred between Jan. 1, 2011 and Feb. 29, 2012. Submit reimbursement 
request forms by March 31. Requests received after March 31 will not be 
processed and any remaining balance will be forfeited per IRS guidelines. 

For more information, go to: http://hr.osu.edu/benefits/flexiblespending.aspx  
 

Wellness News:  

February is National Heart Disease Awareness Month 
 
February is National Heart Disease Awareness Month. Heart disease is the 
leading cause of death in the United States and is a major cause of disability. 
The most common heart disease in the United States is coronary heart disease, 
which often appears as a heart attack. Although heart disease is sometimes 
thought of as a "man's disease," it is the leading cause of death for both women 
and men in the United States; women account for 52.6% of total heart disease 
deaths. The chance of developing coronary heart disease can be reduced by 
taking steps to prevent and control factors that put one at greater risk. 
Additionally, knowing the signs and symptoms of heart attack are crucial to the 
most positive outcomes after having a heart attack. Those who have survived a 
heart attack can also work to reduce their risk of another heart attack in the 
future.  

For more information, go to http://www.healthcentral.com/heart-disease/heart-
month.html   

 
 
For comments or suggestions for our newsletter, please contact Ms. Elizabeth Hope, 
Program Assistant at hope.18@osu.edu Department of Veterinary Biosciences. 
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