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FOR VETERINARIANS

Now that I have been a part of the Veterinary Medical Center for a little over a year, one thing 
is certain - the variety never ends. Whether it is the dynamic caseloads I see in the hospital, 
groups of clients I meet in the lobby, or the fresh faces of new students and interns, the 
environment in the VMC is constantly changing.

New faculty additions have allowed us to expand some of our services. We now welcome 
greyhound medicine cases five days per week, and we have recently finalized an agreement 
with MREquine to make a mobile high-field MRI unit available for our equine patients. In this 
issue of “Update for Veterinarians,” we introduce these new services and welcome our new 
faculty members, residents, and interns.

Not only are there new changes inside the VMC, but in this issue we also discuss our plans 
to open The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center at Dublin. The Dublin clinic will 
serve as a satellite facility of our campus VMC and an extension of the Hospital for Companion 
Animals.

With all these recent changes, however, some things remain the same. Above all, we will 
always strive to offer excellent customer service to you and your clients. We will always try to 
provide exceptional communication with you and to seek feedback to improve our services. We 
want you always to feel comfortable with us and highly satisfied with your referral.

We always want to exceed your expectations. Please feel free to call if you have any feedback 
you would like to share with me.

From the DirectorThe Ohio State University 
Veterinary Medical Center 
601 Vernon L. Tharp Street 
Columbus, OH 43210

Hospital for Companion Animals: 
614-292-3551

Hospital for Farm Animals and 
Galbreath Equine Center: 
614-292-6661
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On August 10th, the College of Veterinary Medicine announced plans 
to open The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center (VMC) 
at Dublin. The new facility, a 24-hour companion animal emergency, 
referral, and specialty hospital, is projected to open in spring 2013. 
The approximately 10,000 square-foot-facility will be located at 5020 
Bradenton Avenue in Dublin, Ohio. 

Similar to The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center model, 
the Dublin clinic will be a satellite facility of the main campus VMC 
and an extension of the Hospital for Companion Animals. 

“The satellite hospital will provide emergency and intensive care 
services, as well as referral specialty services including general and 
orthopedic surgery, internal medicine, and other selected services. 
This decision is in response in part to feedback we have received 
over the last few years from our partner practitioners and clients,” 
said Dr. Rustin Moore, chair of the Department of Veterinary Clinical 
Sciences and associate dean for Clinical and Outreach Programs. 

“It will allow us to offer more time-efficient specialty services to our 
referring veterinarians and clients, and provide leading-edge care for 
a greater number of patients,” he added. 

All daytime emergency cases will require a referral from a primary 
care veterinarian unless a patient arrives with an immediate life-
threatening condition. Referring veterinarians will have the option 

New VMC Satellite Clinic

to have their patients transferred back to them in the morning for 
continued care. While the patient is at the Dublin clinic, the referring 
veterinarian will be provided with daily updates and kept abreast of 
their patients’ status and progress, continuing to be an integral part 
of the healthcare team. The goal is to provide an extension of their 
practice, with continuity of care for the patient and convenience for 
the primary care veterinarian.

“The Dublin facility will deliver comprehensive and compassionate 
care in a manner consistent with the main campus VMC. We are 
excited to offer additional capacity and services to our valued 
referring veterinarians and clients,” said Karin Zuckerman, director of 
the Veterinary Medical Center. “We will be working closely with VMC 
faculty and staff along with the management company, Veterinary 
Specialty Management Services (VSMS), to ensure seamless 
integration between the satellite facility and the Veterinary Medical 
Center’s Hospital for Companion Animals.”

The new facility will offer the added benefit of expanded enrollment 
of pets in the college’s robust and growing clinical trials program, 
providing opportunities for clients to gain access to cutting-edge 
diagnostic and therapeutic options for their pets.

“As an alumnus and area practitioner, I support the college’s 
decision to open this satellite hospital even though the new facility 
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will be located between my two practices and might be seen as 
‘competition’ for non-elective surgical cases,” said Dr. Tod Beckett, a 
limited partner in two primary care veterinary practices in the Hilliard 
and Dublin areas. “I was always taught by my father that competition 
is a good thing when dealt with in a professional manner, and I am 
confident this will be the case with the VMC facility in Dublin. It will 
undoubtedly provide the highest quality medical services and serve 
as a resource for my practices and our clients and their pets.”

“Ohio State’s veterinary college and medical center must be forward-
thinking as they educate our students and aspire to provide excellent 
care to patients and service to clients, alumni, and practitioner 
colleagues. With diminishing state funding and a facility that the 
Veterinary Medical Center has outgrown, this initiative is vital for the 
success and sustainability of our alma mater,” he added.

“While Ohio State strives to be #1 on the football field, this is a 
move toward our college securing the #1 spot among peer veterinary 
teaching hospitals, something important to all of us.”

The satellite hospital supports the college’s education mission by 
offering unique and complementary learning experiences for students 
and residents in a role-modeling, business-efficient practice. This will 
help prepare them to more quickly and meaningfully contribute to the 
practices they will eventually join as veterinary associates and/or 
specialists. The hospital will provide experiences for students through 
advanced electives as well as through employment opportunities for 
pre-vet and veterinary students. 

“This move is mission-critical and aligned with the college’s strategic 
plan. We are continually searching for innovative ways to sustain and 
improve our veterinary medical education,” said Dr. Lonnie King, dean 
of the College of Veterinary Medicine. “At least nine other schools 
and colleges of veterinary medicine are pursuing various types of 
satellite clinics to augment their educational programs and provide 
services to their referring veterinarians and clients. We believe this 
is crucial if we want to continue to be a national leader in veterinary 
medicine.”

The land purchase, rezoning, and renovation of the 
facility – and once it is operational – the practice, will 
be managed by Veterinary Specialty Management 
Services, an Ohio firm composed mostly of CVM 
alumni, with expertise in privately owned emergency 
and specialty practices, as well as a reputation for 
exceptional communication, consultation, and service 
to referring veterinarians.

“The company is committed to managing the VMC 
facility at Dublin to our standards and expectations. 
They are steadfast in their commitment to providing the 
highest quality care for our patients and exceptional 
service to our valued practitioner colleagues and their 
clients,” said Moore.
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Cuja, Amanda Simons RVT, Dr. Guillermo Couto, 
Dr. Christine Kellogg, Dr. Cristina Iazbik, Aro

Did you know that a greyhound’s hemoglobin shows striking 
similarities to a cheetah’s hemoglobin? Or that more than one-third 
of retired racing greyhounds will be diagnosed with osteosarcoma? 
These are just two of the unique characteristics of greyhounds that 
the Greyhound Health and Wellness Program (GHWP) at Ohio State is 
currently researching.

Greyhound Health and Wellness Program at Ohio State
The GHWP originally began as a means of supporting the blood bank 
at the Veterinary Medical Center. Over the last 20 years, however, 
the program has grown into its own specialty service, now seeing 
greyhound medicine cases five days per week. Dr. Guillermo Couto, 
professor in the Department of Veterinary Clinical Sciences as well as 
director and founder of the GHWP, leads the team with the help of Dr. 
Cristina Iazbik, managing director of the blood bank; Amanda Simons, 
RVT; and new addition, Dr. Christine Kellogg, assistant professor in 
Community Practice and Greyhound Health and Wellness.

The program operates on donations from greyhound rescues and 
dog owners, as well as research grants. With these donations, 
the GHWP provides a number of services including financial 
assistance for greyhound care at the VMC, a quarterly newsletter, 
and a free consultation service for veterinarians to provide up-to-
date information based on the most current research available in 
greyhound medicine. The GHWP also offers extension programs for 
veterinarians and maintains a greyhound blood, serum, plasma, DNA, 
and urine repository.

Current research efforts are focused on unique attributes of the 
greyhound breed, including their unique blood work characteristics; 
a potential genetic aspect of osteosarcoma; and dental disease. 
Information gathered from the research efforts is made available on 
the website as a reference. If you would like more information about 
greyhound medicine, surgery, or research efforts, the staff of the 
GHWP welcomes any and all questions via phone at 614-292-3551, or 
we also offer email consultation at greyhound.osu.edu.

The Ohio State Veterinary Medical Center is 
pleased to announce the addition of equine MRI 
services. Through an agreement with MREquine, a 
mobile high-field MRI unit will be available at the 
center at least once a month. The unit was at the 
VMC for the first time on August 21st and three 
horses were imaged. The MRI service is scheduled 
to return to the VMC September 17th and 18th.

MREquine provides a high-field magnet (1.5T) in 
a mobile coach, as well as highly-trained staff 
to perform the procedure on-site. Use of the unit 
requires that the horse be placed under general 
anesthesia for the procedure. The high-field 
MRI provides high-resolution images that allow 
detection of changes in bone and soft tissues, 
principally from the foot up to the carpus/tarsus.

“The use of MRI is revolutionizing how we treat 
horses with lameness,” said Dr. Matthew Brokken, 

Equine MRI: 
Changing how we treat horses with lameness

clinical assistant professor with expertise in 
equine MRI. “In most cases, it allows us to 
determine a specific diagnosis leading to more 
targeted therapy.”

With the ever increasing costs of therapy, the MRI is 
valuable for clients as well. By providing an accurate 
and specific diagnosis, MRI allows for faster and more 
efficient treatment and resolution of equine lameness.

Horses will be brought in the day before the procedure 
to allow time to pull shoes, take radiographs of the feet, 
and check the horses’ PCV and total protein. The VMC is 
currently scheduling cases at 9 a.m., 12 p.m., and 3 p.m.

“We are pleased to provide this service for referring 
veterinarians, as well as another diagnostic tool for 
our in-house clinicians,” said Karin Zuckerman, VMC 
director.
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Welcome New Faculty
Dr. Matthew Annear 
(DVM, MS)
Dr. Matthew Annear is an 
assistant professor of comparative 
ophthalmology in the Department 
of Veterinary Clinical Sciences. He 
received his DVM from Murdoch 
University (Australia) in 2003 and 
completed internships in equine 
neonatology and equine medicine/
surgery at Marion duPont Scott 
Equine Medical Center, Virginia 
Tech. Dr. Annear then worked as an 
equine and small animal veterinarian 

in England and Australia from 2005 to 2008 before beginning a 
combined residency-graduate program at Michigan State University. 
The topic of his master’s thesis was the investigation of outcomes 
of gene therapy in a canine model of childhood blindness, Leber 
Congenital Amaurosis. He looks forward to continuing in the Ohio 
State tradition of delivering the highest-quality patient care and 
excellence in teaching in veterinary ophthalmology, and to continuing 
collaborative studies in the fields of equine ophthalmology and retinal 
disease.

Dr. Matthew Brokken 
(DVM, DACVS)
Dr. Matthew Brokken is a 2003 
graduate of the University of Florida’s 
College of Veterinary Medicine. He 
completed a one-year internship in 
equine ambulatory/field service at 
Ohio State in 2004 prior to starting a 
three-year equine surgery residency 
program at Washington State 
University, which he completed in 
2007. Dr. Brokken is a Diplomate of 
the American College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. He was a clinical 

assistant professor at the University of Florida from 2007 to 2010 
and has worked as a staff surgeon at Cleveland Equine Clinic, LLC, 
in Ravenna, Ohio, since 2010. Dr. Brokken will work predominantly 
in the Equine Field Services program. He has a special interest and 
expertise in equine sports medicine involving lameness, performance, 
and diagnostic imaging, including radiology, ultrasound, and MRI. Dr. 
Brokken looks forward to returning to academia and to contributing to 
the advancement of equine sports medicine, lameness, and imaging 
through collaborative clinical studies and other scholarly works.

Dr. Christine Kellogg 
(DVM)
Dr. Christine Kellogg is a 2003 
graduate of the Ohio State College 
of Veterinary Medicine, joining 
the Veterinary Medical Center as 
a clinical assistant professor in 
Community Practice and Greyhound 
Health and Wellness. Dr. Kellogg 
worked eight years as an associate 
veterinarian in an eight-doctor 
suburban companion animal practice 
in Great Falls, Virginia, and then a 
six-doctor urban practice in Arlington, 

Virginia. In both of these progressive small animal practices, she 
provided routine health and wellness, preventive medicine, spay/
neuter and minor surgery, dentistry, and other services for dogs 
and cats. She also has developed a special interest and focus on 
greyhound medicine. Dr. Kellogg will spend two days per week in 
Community Practice, joining other faculty members in providing 
excellence in patient management, client service, and clinical 
teaching. The remainder of her time she will be working with Dr. 
Guillermo Couto and the Greyhound Health and Wellness Program 
to facilitate and triage referrals, assist with online consults, perform 
routine dentistry, and other related greyhound services.
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Welcome to Our New Interns and Residents
Interns

Residents
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