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The September-October Update for 
Veterinarians has traditionally been the issue 
when we introduce you to our new residents 
and interns at The Ohio State University 
Veterinary Medical Center. This year we 
also introduce two new faculty members in 

the Diagnostic Imaging Service and one in Oncology and 
Hematology. I know they are all looking forward to working with 
you and your patients. 

In this issue, we also focus on our Neurology and Neurosurgery 
Service. The service offers a number of leading-edge 
technologies and procedures. Here we talk about two of them: 
artificial disc replacement and the ultrasonic surgical aspirator. 
You can feel confident that your patients will receive the best 
care possible from our board-certified clinicians and their staff.

And finally, we announce the retirement of Dr. Guillermo Couto 
after 30 years of service. Dr. Couto has truly made an enormous 
impact on the VMC and the veterinary profession, especially 
through his founding of the Greyhound Health 
and Wellness Program and the Animal Blood 
Bank. He will be missed.

From the Director

The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center - Columbus 
601 Vernon L. Tharp Street, Columbus, OH 43210

Hospital for Companion Animals: 
(614) 292-3551

Hospital for Farm Animals and Galbreath Equine Center: 
(614) 292-6661

The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center - Dublin 
5020 Bradenton Avenue, Dublin, OH 43017 
(614) 889-8070

The Neurology and Neurosurgery Service at the 
Veterinary Medical Center provides comprehensive 
medical and surgical care for companion animals with 
neurological conditions. The service is led by Drs. 
Ronaldo da Costa, Sarah Moore, and Laurie Cook, 

board-certified clinicians with 
advanced neurological training 
and expertise. Residents Rachel 
Song and Michele Provencher, 

as well as registered veterinary 
technicians Amanda Waln and 
Heather Myers, complete the 
team dedicated to the treatment 
and recovery process. 

The Neurology and 
Neurosurgery Service offers 
a 3T MRI for brain and spinal 
imaging, multi-slice CT 
scanner, EMG and nerve 
conduction testing, spinal fluid 
collection and analysis, an 
ultrasonic surgical aspirator 
for brain tumor resection 
(see page 2), and in-house 

radiation therapy.

Leading edge medical and surgical care
Focus on Neurology

We welcome referrals for diverse neurological conditions or 
cases suspected of having neurologic disorders, including:

• Intervertebral disc herniation
• Encephalitis/meningitis
• Epilepsy and seizure 

disorders
• Brain and spinal cord tumors
• Vestibular disease

• Wobbler syndrome
• Lumbosacral disease/ 

cauda equina syndrome
• Neuromuscular disorders
• Head trauma
• Spinal cord injury

For more information or to refer a patient, please call 
(614) 292-3551 or go to our website: 
vet.osu.edu/vmc/neurology-and-neurosurgery.
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New! Artificial disc replacement for dogs

Welcome new faculty

The Neurology and Neurosurgery Service is now 
using a novel procedure for treatment of cervical 
spondylomyelopathy (also known as wobbler syndrome), 
called cervical disc arthroplasty or artificial disc 
replacement (ADR). ADR has been used in humans for 
many years, and recently a specially designed disc has 
been developed for dogs. The Ohio State University is 
the only academic veterinary hospital in the nation to 
utilize the procedure.

The advantages of the ADR over the traditional surgical 
procedures include direct and effective spinal cord 

Diagnostic Imaging 

Drs. Stacy Soulsby and Jackie Williams will join Drs. Eric Green, Tod Drost, Amy 
Habing, and Lisa Zekas in the Diagnostic Imaging Service, providing imaging 
support and services for both the Columbus and Dublin VMC facilities.

Oncology 
and 
Hematology

Dr. Stacy Soulsby is a clinical assistant 
professor of diagnostic imaging. 
She received her DVM degree from 
Virginia-Maryland Regional College 
of Veterinary Medicine in 2005, 
completed a rotating small animal 
internship at Animal Medical Hospital 
in Charlotte, NC, and then worked in 
private small animal practice before 
starting a radiology residency at 
Auburn University in July 2010. She 
finished her radiology residency and 
Master’s thesis in July of this year. 

The Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine 

The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center 

The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center at Dublin 

Dr. Stacy Soulsby 
(DVM, MS)

Dr. Jackie Williams is also a clinical 
assistant professor in diagnostic 
imaging. She obtained an MS degree 
in Materials Science and Engineering 
from the University of Virginia in 
2002 and her DVM degree from 
Virginia-Maryland Regional College 
of Veterinary Medicine in 2009. She 
completed a small animal rotating 
internship at Affiliated Veterinary 
Specialists in Maitland, FL in 2010, and 
then began her radiology residency 
at Iowa State University, which she 
finished in July. Her research interests 
include cross-sectional imaging (CT 
and MRI) in the areas of trauma, 
respiratory disease, neurology, and 
dentistry, in both small and large 
animals.

Dr. Jackie Williams 
(DVM, MS)

Dr. Emma Warry has joined the 
Oncology and Hematology Service 
as a clinical assistant professor. She 
received her BVSc (HONS) degree 
from the University of Sydney 
(Australia) in 2004, and then worked 
in private practice before starting a 
small animal rotating internship at 
Queensland Veterinary Specialists 
and Pet Emergency in Brisbane, 
Australia. She then completed a two-
year medical oncology residency 
at the same hospital in Australia 
before moving to the U.S., where 
she completed a three-year medical 
oncology residency at Colorado State 
University in 2011. Since then Dr. Warry 
has been serving as a canine bone 
marrow transplant and apheresis fellow 
at North Carolina State University 
College of Veterinary Medicine.

Dr. Emma Warry 
(BVSc, HONS) 

decompression that maintains the biomechanical 
properties of the disc space. This helps to avoid 
deterioration often seen years after surgery in dogs that 
have been treated with traditional techniques. The artificial 
disc is also made of titanium, a material compatible with 
MRI machines. A final benefit is ADR’s safe use in treating 
one or multiple sites of compression, a major advantage 
over several other techniques.

More information on wobbler syndrome and cervical disc 
replacement can be found at: 
vet.osu.edu/wobbler-syndrome.
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VMC offers state-of-the-art 
technology in brain tumor 
resection

Spinal cord injury 
study seeks canine 
participants

Welcome new interns

Michelle Bucci
Equine 

Ambulatory

Naomi Chiero
Equine 

Ambulatory

Sydney Cartiff
Small Animal 
Med & Surg

Emily Chapel
Small Animal 
Med & Surg

Naomi Ford
Small Animal 
Med & Surg

Heather Gardner
Clinical Trials

Laura Harjes
Small Animal 
Med & Surg

Alex Piazza 
Small Animal 
Med & Surg

Lauren Reeves 
Small Animal 
Surg & Emerg 

Med

Bridget Morton
Small Animal 
Med & Surg

Sara Lefman
Small Animal 
Med & Surg

Caroline Lodge
Farm Animal 

Breanna Brash
Ophthalmology 

Jaylyn Durham
Clinical 

Cardiology

Christine Culler
Small Animal 

ECC

Laura Dunbar 
Equine Medicine

Shana Gilbert-Gregory
Behavioral 
Medicine

Jennifer Godman
Equine ECC

Emily Morrison
Small Animal 

Surgery

Katie McCool
Small Animal 

Internal Medicine

Eric T. Hostnik
Radiology

Nathalie Reisbig
Equine Surgery

Michele Provencher
Neurology

Michael Lovasz
Anesthesia

Welcome new residents

Jennifer Song
Small Animal 

Surgery

Use of an ultrasonic surgical aspirator (CUSA) during brain 
tumor resection provides extended survival time in dogs 
with meningiomas (1,254 days vs. 201 days for dogs having 
traditional surgical resection alone). CUSA-assisted brain 
tumor resection carries no additional risk over traditional 
surgical techniques and allows the surgeon to be more 
aggressive with tumor resection while sparing normal tissue. 
The Neurology and Neurosurgery Service is proud to be 
able to offer this technology to our referring veterinarians and 
patients as one more way to improve outcomes in patients 
with neurologic disease.

We are currently recruiting small breed dogs (at or 
below 35 pounds) for a clinical trial evaluating several 
non-invasive methods to document neurologic recovery 
after spinal cord injury. Dogs should have a diagnosis of 
spinal cord injury caused by intervertebral disc extrusion 
and have undergone surgery for this condition. Owners 
who enroll will receive $200 toward their pet’s medical 
expenses and will have recheck examination fees at 
10 days and 30 days after surgery paid by the study. 
Please contact Dr. Sarah Moore at 614-292-3551 or 
moore.2204@osu.edu with study-related questions.
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After 30 years of service to the 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
and the VMC, Dr. Guillermo Couto 
retired on August 31. Through his 
teaching, research, clinical service, 
and outreach, he made a great 
impact on Ohio State and the 
veterinary profession. In particular, 
his founding of the Greyhound 
Health and Wellness Program 
(GHWP) and the Animal Blood Bank 
are legacies that will continue to 

represent his passion and tireless commitment.

Dr. Couto earned his DVM in 1976 from Buenos Aires 
University and completed an oncology residency at the 
University of California-Davis in 1983. He was then hired 
as an assistant professor in the Department of Veterinary 
Clinical Sciences at Ohio State, where he established the 
Oncology/Hematology Service. Board certified in internal 
medicine and oncology, Dr. Couto was named a full 
member of Ohio State’s Comprehensive Cancer in 1987, 
and he was promoted to the rank of professor in 1995. 

Dr. Couto has a special place in his heart for Greyhounds, 
and the GHWP has advanced Greyhound health and 
well-being worldwide through research, education, clinical 
care, and outreach. Dr. Couto also founded the Animal 
Blood Bank Program at the VMC, which offers resources, 
education, and consultation on transfusion medicine 
in dogs and cats. By providing blood products for ill or 
injured animals, the program has become a resource for 
veterinary practices around the country.

As either a principal investigator or co-investigator, 
Dr. Couto’s funded research includes awards of over 
three million dollars from more than 50 agencies. His 

Dr. Couto retires
scholarly contributions include over 150 book chapters, 
approximately 150 peer-reviewed scientific journal articles, 
and 130 reviews and abstracts. He and his colleagues 
at Ohio State have contributed more than 30 scientific 
publications regarding Greyhounds, representing a large 
number of the scholarly articles published on the subject. 

Dr. Couto’s excellence in teaching earned him many 
awards, including the Omega Tau Sigma Fraternity 
National Gamma Award for Distinguished Service to 
the Veterinary Profession (twice), the Ohio State Faculty 
Teaching Award, and most recently the 2012 Faculty 
Achievement Award from the American Association of 
Veterinary Clinicians.

Thank you, Dr. Couto, 
for your dedication 
and contribution to 
our profession!

Dr. Teresa Burns (DVM, DACVIM)

Dr. Teresa Burns has been serving 
as an instructor in Equine Field 
Services and Equine Medicine. 
Already board certified in internal 
medicine, she has recently 
completed her PhD and has 
transitioned to assistant professor-
clinical in the Equine Internal 
Medicine Service in the Galbreath 
Equine Center. 

Dr. Chrissie (Pariseau) Schneider 
(DVM, DABVP)

Dr. Chrissie (Pariseau) Schneider 
recently completed her master’s 
degree and her American Board 
of Veterinary Practitioners (ABVP) 
residency in Equine Field Services 
at Ohio State in July. She will 
work as a clinician in Equine Field 
Services at the Galbreath Equine 
Center. 

Transitions


