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On June 1, The Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine opens the 
Frank Stanton Veterinary Spectrum of Care Clinic, a 26,000-square-foot hospital 
that will offer veterinary students an in-depth training experience to strengthen 
their clinical and professional skills and more fully prepare them to enter general 
practice.

Funded by the Frank Stanton Foundation, the Frank Stanton Veterinary Spectrum 
of Care Clinic answers the call for veterinary care that considers evidence-based 
medicine, in order to respond to client expectations and financial limitations, says 
Roger Fingland, DVM, MS, MBA, DACVS, executive associate dean, professor, 
and executive director and chief medical officer of the Veterinary Health System.

“Spectrum of care is the ability to practice in a way that offers a number of options 
for diagnosis and treatment, with those options having a range of prices, so that 
regardless of the client’s ability to pay, students are able to offer evidence-based 
options for their patients while maintaining the financial viability of the practice,” 
he says.

continued on page 2

Frank Stanton Veterinary Spectrum 
of Care Clinic Opens June 1

Karin Zuckerman, MHSA, MBA
VMC Director

We are starting the summer off with 
great excitement as we open the 
highly anticipated Frank Stanton 
Veterinary Spectrum of Care Clinic! 
This is such important news that we 
are dedicating most of our June issue 
of Update for Veterinarians to this 
effort, in part one of a two-part story. 

Among the first in the nation to be run 
by a college of veterinary medicine, the Frank Stanton 
Veterinary Spectrum of Care Clinic is a freestanding, 
26,000-square-foot, one-of-a-kind facility located across 

From the Director
the street from the Ohio State Veterinary Medical Center. 
The new clinic will enable first- through fourth-year 
veterinary students to strengthen their professional 
readiness for general practice medicine.

Read more about the spectrum of care approach 
to teaching, clinic features and the new faculty and 
advisory board members who will support our students 
in their endeavors.

We hope you’ll have a chance to visit the clinic and 
participate in our teaching efforts. I welcome your 
questions and feedback. Thank you. 
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Veterinary Spectrum of Care Clinic Opens June 1 - continued

To support this goal, the Frank Stanton Veterinary 
Spectrum of Care Clinic transforms a part of the 
educational and training components for all Ohio State 
veterinary students, he notes. Previously, fourth-year 
students completed their general practice rotation in the 
Community Practice service, which was housed in the 
Ohio State Veterinary Medical Center (VMC). That service 
will now operate within the Frank Stanton Veterinary 
Spectrum of Care Clinic, across the street from the VMC. 

The new location is an important distinction, Fingland says.

“Before, it was easy for a student to obtain a hallway 
consultation with a specialist if the student had a question,” 
he says. “Separating the teaching environment from the 
referral center becomes very important in mirroring the 
private practice environment, because now students won’t 
have that instant access.” Under the watchful eye of faculty 
coaches, students will carry out procedures themselves 
— from routine spays, neuters and radiographs to more 
complex services such as bladder surgery and abdominal 
exploratory surgeries. 

Students in their first through third year will spend a 
portion of their time at the Frank Stanton Veterinary 
Spectrum of Care Clinic in defined clinical training 
activities. In their fourth year, students will meet with clients 
and diagnose and treat patients, says Emma Read, DVM, 
MVSc, DACVS, associate dean for Professional Programs.

During their fourth year, she says, students will apply 
competencies learned from the year 1-3 curriculum, which 
includes weekly training in the Clinical and Professional 
Skills Center, a state-of-the-art center in the college 
where students use simulators and models in a low-risk 
environment to hone their skills.

Practicing as doctors
“The idea with the Frank Stanton Veterinary Spectrum of 
Care Clinic is to let students, who have practiced their 
skills since the beginning of the program, practice as 
doctors with the oversight and feedback from faculty 
coaches who are expert general practitioners,” Dr. 
Read says. A supervising clinician will watch and assess 
individual student-patient/client interactions from an 
observation room adjacent to the examination room. 
Referral partner practitioners are also welcome to visit and 
observe students.

Students will learn multiple approaches to practice, 
Dr. Read adds, including a breadth of diagnostic and 
treatment techniques, a wide range of clinical procedures 
and post-visit care protocols. Students will also apply 
business skills to the management of the clinic practice.

Dr. Read says another benefit of the clinic is that every 
fourth-year student will have the same opportunity to 
participate. In the past, she says, some students had 
the opportunity to do externships in general practices 
and others did not because of financial, travel or other 
personal restrictions. Now everyone will have the same 
opportunity to learn in the same place.

Faculty include the following Community Practice, Shelter 
Medicine and Dentistry clinical team members: Drs. Susan 
Barrett, Michelle Forman, Bethany Gibson, Steven 
Horvath, Missy Matusicky, Kristen Miles, David Pontius, 
Allison Shull, Joe Snyder, and Amy Voss.

Clinical advisory board members Susan Borders, DVM, 
of Cryan Veterinary Hospital in Westerville, Ohio, and 
Robert Knapp, DVM, of Knapp Veterinary Hospital, Inc., 
in Columbus, are thrilled with how the clinic will enhance 
students’ competencies. “The opportunity for students 
to see cases that fall on all segments on the spectrum of 
care, as well as interacting with practitioners outside of the 
university, will give them a diverse perspective on case 
management,” Dr. Knapp says.

Dr. Borders notes: “I am particularly excited that students 
from first through fourth year will have an opportunity to 
learn valuable skills that will make them more confident 
and competent on day one of graduation.”

It’s an exciting time in educating future veterinarians, 
and the Ohio State College of Veterinary Medicine is a 
clear leader in that preparation with the Frank Stanton 
Veterinary Spectrum of Care Clinic, Dr. Fingland says.

“The pedagogy is important — what we teach and how we 
teach — and it’s certainly a beautiful building.” 

This story is part one of two in a series highlighting the 
Frank Stanton Veterinary Spectrum of Care Clinic.

http://vet.osu.edu/vmc
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Welcome New Community Practice Faculty
Bethany Gibson, 
DVM, MS
Assistant 
Professor-Practice

Dr. Gibson joins 
the Veterinary 
Spectrum of Care 
Clinic after serving 
as associate 

veterinarian at the Marysville Animal 
Care Center, a full-service veterinary 
hospital. After graduating in 2011 from 
Ohio State’s College of Veterinary 
Medicine, Dr. Gibson went on to work 
at a mixed animal practice in Kentucky 
before beginning her residency 
in comparative Theriogenology at 
Virginia Tech. She completed her MS 
in cattle embryology in 2014. After 
residency she returned to Central 
Ohio, where she has since worked in 
small animal practices.

I’m excited to be involved in teaching 
veterinary students and thinking 
about how we can train the next 
generation of veterinarians and 
prepare them better for general 
practice. I’m looking forward to seeing 
students in those “aha” moments, 
when they’re working with patients 
and suddenly see something they 
understand much better.

Kristen Miles, 
DVM
Assistant 
Professor-Practice

Dr. Miles joins 
the Veterinary 
Spectrum of Care 
Clinic after 10 
years practicing 

small animal, pocket pet, avian and 
zoo medicine. A native of Ross, 
Ohio, Dr. Miles is a 2011 graduate of 
Ohio State’s College of Veterinary 
Medicine. She practiced for nine 
years at the AAHA-accredited Twin 
Maples Veterinary Hospital in West 
Carrollton, Ohio, and for the past year 
at VCA Northwood Animal Hospital 
in Springfield, Ohio. From 2014-2020, 
she was also the head volunteer 
veterinarian for the Boonshoft 
Museum of Discovery in Dayton, Ohio. 
Her interests in veterinary medicine 
include dentistry, preventive medicine, 
mentoring and client education. 

I have come to love training my staff, 
new associate veterinarians and 
pre-veterinary students the most. I am 
thrilled that I will be able to dedicate 
myself full time to this passion and am 
looking forward to being a part of this 
innovative approach to training the 
future of our profession.

Joe Snyder, DVM
Assistant 
Professor-Practice

Dr. Snyder joins 
the Veterinary 
Spectrum of 
Care Clinic after 
25 years of 
veterinary practice 

experience. He previously practiced 
at the Proctorville Animal Hospital, 
where he has worked since 1999. A 
1994 graduate of Ohio State’s College 
of Veterinary Medicine, Dr. Snyder is 
looking forward to being part of the 
impact made in pet health care by 
helping students be practice-ready at 
graduation.

 I love the practice of veterinary 
medicine and I love to help maintain 
and improve the human-animal bond. 
Working with students is a natural 
progression of that — to impact so 
many more people and patients than I 
could by myself.

http://vet.osu.edu/vmc
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The Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine 
The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center 
The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center at Dublin 

We welcome and thank the advisory board members for the Frank Stanton Veterinary Spectrum of Care Clinic.

With just a few computer key clicks, you can refer your 
patients to the Veterinary Medical Center (VMC) using 
rVetLink, an online portal that also allows convenient 
updates directly to your patient’s VMC chart. 

rVetLink includes scheduled VMC appointments, 
diagnostics and specialty services updates. You can also 
use rVetLink to set up your preferences in managing 
patient accounts. To create your rVetLink account, go to: 
vet.osu.edu/vmc/referring-vets/forms-and-information.

Welcome Advisory Board Members!

For more details, please visit: 
vet.osu.edu/alumni/continuing-education

Upcoming CE Events
College of Veterinary Medicine 

Continuing Education

June 15 Greater Dayton (Miami Valley VMA)

August 20 4th Annual Small Animal Conference 
for Veterinarians

Transitions Departures
Dr. Emily McConnelly, veterinarian at the VMC–Dublin 
Urgent Care, transitions June 1 to the VMC main campus, 
where she will join the Emergency and Critical Care 
service.

The following clinicians have departed the VMC: Dr. 
Megan Brown, Medical Oncology; Dr. Liza Guess, 
Community Practice; and Dr. Selena Tinga, Small Animal 
Surgery – Orthopedics.

Susan Borders, DVM, Galloway, OH

Mike Dyer, DVM, Proctorville, OH

Brian Forsgren, DVM, Cleveland, OH

Mike Grguric, DVM, Akron, OH

Dave Haeussler, DVM, Cincinnati, OH

Brian Holub, DVM, Chelmsford, MA

Jennifer Jellison, DVM, North Canton, OH

Beth Kellogg, DVM, Worthington, OH

Robert Knapp, DVM, Columbus, OH

Ira Niedweske, DVM, Cape May Courthouse, NJ

Todd Shockey, DVM, Parkersburg, WV

Matt Stonecypher, DVM, Xenia, OH

Jill Thompson, DVM, Wilmington, OH

Kimberly West, DVM, Columbus, OH

rVetLink Portal Simplifies 
Patient Updates and Referrals 

http://vet.osu.edu/vmc
http://vet.osu.edu/vmc/referring-vets/forms-and-information
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If you have clients with obese dogs in need of weight loss 
management, their pets may be eligible for a 24-week 
clinical trial—called the SLIM Study—being conducted at 
the VMC. Clinical investigators are currently recruiting 
obese dogs to investigate the use of a novel treatment to 
increase the rate of weight loss in these animals. Obesity 
is the most common nutritional disorder among dogs, 
affecting 56 percent of all household pets.

The SLIM study treatment, called fecal microbiota 
transplant (FMT), was formulated using fecal samples from 
lean, healthy donor dogs. It was carefully processed and 
packaged into tasteless capsules to be given by mouth to 
study participants.

While the SLIM study might be considered unusual, 
preliminary FMT studies conducted in people and mice 
have shown that FMT can improve the rate of weight loss, 
says Dr. Valerie Parker, associate professor – clinical, in 
Small Animal Internal Medicine & Nutrition, who is working 
alongside two other Small Animal Internal Medicine 
researchers, Dr. Jenessa Winston, assistant professor, and 
Dr. Hannah Klein, Companion Animal Fecal Bank Fellow.

“We know that conventional dietary measures can be 
successful, but our study will explore whether FMT can 
accelerate weight loss in dogs by changing their gut 
flora to impact their obesity,” Dr. Parker says. “Beyond the 
results of weight loss,” she adds, “we’re also looking at 
other markers of metabolic syndrome, insulin resistance 
and lipid disorders, and we’re investigating FMT to 
understand what happens with other hormonal regulation 
systems that influence obesity.”

Dr. Klein notes that Ohio State is the first to conduct 
a clinical trial using FMT with obese dogs. “Our study 
calls for 30 dogs, large and small,” she says. “One-third 
will receive a conventional diet, one-third will receive a 
placebo and one-third will receive the FMT. We want to 
see if there is a difference between the FMT dogs and the 
other two groups.”

If FMT shows a positive effect, she says, the team will be 
able to conduct a longer study with a greater number of 
clinical trial participants. 

Dr. Parker says one of the best things about the SLIM 
study is that all the dogs are being put on an effective 
obesity management plan. She adds that participation 
in the 24-week study includes weekly weight checks, 

VMC Researchers Seek Obese Dogs for SLIM Study

physical examinations and bloodwork that will be 
performed throughout the study, and a fitness monitor to 
be worn on the dog’s collar.

Additionally, owners will receive the following benefits for 
their dog: complete blood, urine and fecal lab work; free 
nutrition consultation; and free therapeutic weight loss 
food for six months.

Dr. Winston adds the SLIM study is translational, meaning 
knowledge gained from basic biology and this clinical trial 
may improve health outcomes in dogs but also has the 
benefit to improve human health. The SLIM study is also 
a project of the Comparative Hepatobiliary and Intestinal 
Research Program (CHIRP), a VMC research initiative 
that Dr. Winston helped to found, which focuses on 
multidisciplinary projects in the areas of gastrointestinal, 
hepatobiliary and pancreatic diseases in dogs and cats.

“It’s exciting to begin enrolling dogs,” she says, “and I think 
owners really appreciate having us here to support them.”

The SLIM study is sponsored by the America Kennel Club 
Canine Health Foundation. To sign up, or for questions 
about the study, please contact Drs. Hannah Klein or 
Jenessa Winston at chirp-slim-cvm@osu.edu.

“We know that conventional dietary measures can be 
successful, but our study will explore whether FMT 
can accelerate weight loss in dogs by changing their 
gut flora to impact their obesity.” — Dr. Valerie Parker

VMC Clinical Trials

http://vet.osu.edu/vmc
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Please visit vet.osu.edu/vmc/clinical-trials for a full list of current trials. If you have any questions, please contact us at: 
cvm-clinicaltrials@osu.edu or 614-247-8706.

Blue Buffalo Veterinary Clinical Trials Office 
Seeks Participants

Clinical Trials for Cats

Cardiology

Pimobendan in cats with advanced heart disease

Internal Medicine

Impact of diet in cats with kidney disease

Clinical Trials for Dogs

Neurology

 Special diet to treat syringomyelia pain

 Spine disease in Labrador retrievers

Oncology

Papaverine in dogs with soft tissue sarcoma

Internal Medicine 

Kidney Disease in Boxers

Renal Disease in Greyhounds

Dermatology

First-time Staph skin infections in dogs

Probiotic supplement in dogs with environmental allergies

VMC Clinical Trials

http://vet.osu.edu/vmc
http://vet.osu.edu/vmc/clinical-trials
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