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In this issue of Update for 
Veterinarians we feature two 
successful emergency critical care 
cases within our Hospital for Farm 
Animals and Galbreath Equine 
Center. While the cases highlight 
preeminent emergency care in 
farm and equine medicine at the 
VMC, they also note opportunities 
for enhancing veterinary care and 
disease prevention in the field.

I am also excited to announce that Dr. Doug Graham 
joins our Veterinary Medical Center team as Practitioner 

From the Director

The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center 
(VMC) is pleased to announce that Dr. Douglas S. 
Graham has been hired as Practitioner Liaison, a newly 
created position within the VMC. 

Representing the VMC, which is made up of the 
Hummel & Trueman Hospital for Companion Animals, 
the Hospital for Farm Animals, the Galbreath Equine 
Center, and the VMC–Dublin, Dr. Graham will oversee 
outreach to veterinary practitioners throughout Ohio 
and bordering states. Working closely with faculty, 
he will also establish and facilitate a more structured, 

ongoing continuing education (CE) program for referring veterinarians.

Dr. Graham comes to the VMC from the Virginia-Maryland (VA-MD) Regional 
College of Veterinary Medicine Veterinary Teaching Hospital in Blacksburg, 
VA, where he has served as Referring Practitioner Relations Coordinator since 
2008. In that role, he created and directed a complimentary CE campaign 
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Liaison. Dr. Graham is an experienced veterinarian with 
extraordinary success in referral outreach.

In addition, the College of Veterinary Medicine received 
a $39 million Stanton Foundation gift, which will provide 
the VMC and the college with resources to become the 
premier institution for teaching general practice skills.

Finally, on page three, please note the temporary relocation 
of our Small Animal Orthopedic Service during Phase 3B of 
the VMC Enhancement and Expansion project.

All of the developments noted above signify our continual 
e�ort to provide the highest level of service to you, your 
clients and patients. Please let us know how we are doing.
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and was instrumental in establishing a high standard for 
relations with the hospital’s referral base. He received his 
DVM in May 1998 from VA-MD, and practiced small animal 
and emergency medicine in several animal hospitals in 
Maryland for 10 years before returning to his alma mater.

“I’m excited to be at Ohio State,” said Dr. Graham. “I 
want to enhance the already growing trust referring 
veterinarians have in this institution of excellence. As a 
veterinarian with 10 years in practice, and as a referring 
veterinarian myself, I know how important that bond is.”

In addition to visiting practices, getting feedback from 
general practitioners, and facilitating CE throughout the 
region, Dr. Graham plans to explore appropriate ways to 
facilitate the college’s dialogue with referring veterinarians 
through collaborative events, roundtables and town halls. 
Dr. Graham will also serve as liaison to the Ohio Veterinary 
Medical Association and local/regional VMAs.

College of Veterinary Medicine alumni who are familiar 
with Dr. Graham note his ability to set high standards for 
referral base relations. “We could always count on Dr. 
Graham to advance the concerns and interests of the 
veterinary profession in our state,” said Dr. Terry Taylor 
’80, immediate past president of the Virginia VMA. Dr. 
Shawn Sette ’93, immediate past president of the West 
Virginia VMA and owner of the Hurricane Animal Hospital 
near Charleston, WV, said he often partnered with Dr. 
Graham to successfully bring CE events into the state.

Dr. Graham’s wife Holly and their four children join him in 
Columbus. He looks forward to meeting Ohio and regional 
veterinary practitioners. “I believe in the personal touch of 
meeting people face-to-face,” he said.

$39M Stanton Foundation Gift to 
Advance Veterinary Medical Education
The Ohio State College of Veterinary Medicine received 
a $39 million gift from the Stanton Foundation that will 
fund innovative veterinary medical education experiences 
designed to prepare successful, competent, confident, 
practice-ready general veterinarians upon graduation.

“We are grateful and honored to receive this 
transformational gift,” said Dr. Rustin Moore, dean of 
the College of Veterinary Medicine. “The gift is deeply 
meaningful to us because our mission is to educate and 
prepare the very best veterinarians.”

The gift establishes the Building Preeminence in 
Veterinary General Practice Education Program and 
includes $19 million to fund the design and construction 
of a state-of-the-art Clinical and Professional Skills Lab; 
the Frank Stanton Endowed Chair in General Practice and 
Canine Health and Wellness; seven faculty and 12 sta� 
members; and a mobile veterinary unit. In addition, a $20 
million endowment will help to sustain the program.

“The Clinical and Professional Skills Lab will allow 
the college to create a one-of-a-kind enhanced 
learning experience, beginning early in their veterinary 
medical education, where students will have hands-on 
opportunities and gain the essential skills to be successful 
and competent general practitioners,” said Dr. Moore.

Building the skills and capabilities of students interested in 
general practice as early as possible is the primary focus 
of the project, said Dr. Lawrence Hill, clinical professor 
and Frank Stanton Endowed Chair.

“Every e�ort will be made to create opportunities for 
students to use the lab both inside and outside of the 
formal curriculum, beginning with first year students, and 
will represent a continuum of skills training throughout 
their four years at Ohio State,” he said.

The Stanton Foundation was created by broadcast 
pioneer Frank Stanton, an Ohio State alumnus and 
canine welfare advocate. Stanton, who died in 2006, was 
president of CBS from 1946 until 1971, and established 
the Ruth Stanton Chair in Veterinary Medicine in his wife’s 
honor, now held by Dr. Moore.

Dean Rustin Moore and Dr. Elizabeth Allison, co-director, 
Stanton Foundation
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Lameness: a Clue to Shoulder Dislocation
Farm Animal Emergency Case Study

In January 2017, Dr. Andrew Niehaus, farm animal surgeon 
and head of the Farm Animal Service, along with Dr. Joe 
Lozier, a second-year surgery resident, evaluated a six-
year-old adult breeding male alpaca, which presented with 
lameness of the right front leg of approximately two months 
duration. 

Prior to coming to the VMC, the patient’s leg injury was 
initially evaluated and treated with anti-inflammatories, 
as there was no obvious swelling or fracture in the leg. 
Despite mild improvement after six to eight weeks, the 
alpaca remained lame. A radiograph of the shoulder, 
which was sent to the VMC, was suspicious for a shoulder 
luxation. After phone consultation with the owner and the 
referring veterinarian, the decision was made to go to Ohio 
State. 

A radiograph by the VMC Diagnostic Imaging Service 
confirmed a dislocated shoulder joint. Dr. Niehaus said that 
this is a common occurrence among male alpacas that is 
often overlooked in initial diagnoses, due to significant 
surrounding muscle tissue and male alpacas’ thick coat.

Drs. Niehaus and Lozier, along with Dr. Sushmitha 
Durgam, assistant professor of equine surgery, positioned 
the shoulder joint back in place during surgery and placed 
two screws and a large suture around the joint to prevent 
reluxation. The alpaca wore a velpeau sling for one week 
to keep him from putting weight on the leg and was 
discharged a week later. However, because the joint was 
out for so long and had many changes to the cartilage 
surface, Dr. Niehaus said the alpaca will have significant 
arthritis down the road. 

Clinical Trials
We always have a need for participants in veterinary 
clinical trials. If you have a patient that might be eligible, 
please contact the Ohio State Veterinary Clinical Trials 
O¨ce at cvm-clinicaltrials@osu.edu or 614-247-8706.

For a list of current trials, please visit: 
vet.osu.edu/vmc/clinical-trials.

Dr. Niehaus provided the following points for consideration 
when presented with a male alpaca leg injury: 

• Unless an obvious laceration or break, consider 
shoulder joint luxation in cases of front leg lameness.

• A radiograph of the shoulder joint in these patients is a 
valuable diagnostic tool.

• Male alpacas present with shoulder luxation 10 times 
more frequently than females.

• Refer as soon as possible if a radiograph of the 
shoulder joint suggests dislocation, or if a radiograph 
cannot be performed on the farm.

For farm animal emergencies, call 614-292-6661. 
See vet.osu.edu/vmc/farm for more information.

Small Animal Orthopedic Facility Renovations on Track
As part of Phase 3B of the Enhancement and Expansion 
project, orthopedic surgery and anesthesia suite 
renovations are underway at VMC–Dublin and will soon 
take place in the Columbus facility. To accommodate the 
renovations, please note the temporary orthopedic service 
location changes:

January 2-March 31, 2017: All orthopedic surgery services 
will be provided at the VMC–Columbus. The VMC–Dublin 
will continue to operate solely as a 24/7 emergency 
hospital for non-surgical emergencies. Emergency 
surgeries should be sent to Columbus until further notice.

April 3-4, 2017: All orthopedic services suspended for 
temporary relocation of surgery service to VMC–Dublin. 
Orthopedic emergencies should be sent to Columbus 
during this time.

April 5-September 30, 2017: All orthopedic surgery 
services will temporarily operate within the newly 

renovated VMC–Dublin. 

October 2017: The VMC Orthopedic Service will provide 
integrated orthopedic care from two locations.

For referrals, consultations, scheduling and any other 
questions, please call 614-292-0950 or email 
OSUVet.Surgery@osu.edu
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Transitions and Departures
Dr. Linda Lord, associate dean of Professional Programs 
and associate professor at the Ohio State College of 
Veterinary Medicine, has left for a position as academic 
and allied health liaison at Merck Animal Health.

Botulism Case Highlights Critical Signs, Prevention
Equine Emergency Case Study

In December 2016, Caroline, a 12-year-old quarter horse, 
presented to the medicine service at the Galbreath 
Equine Center with all the classic signs of botulism: muscle 
weakness, trembling, weak tail movement and eyelid tone, 
and diminished swallowing. A tongue stress test showed 
decreased tone and she had di¨culty eating grain.

“Clinical cases of botulism may often present as dysphagia, 
due to ingestion of the spores found in decaying plant 
material or feedstu�s,” said Dr. Eric Schroeder, assistant 
professor. “Usually horses are being fed hay this time of 
year because they’re not out to pasture due to the cold 
weather,” he said. “However, if not kept dry and o� the 
ground, hay becomes a perfect medium for spores to 
multiply. Once ingested, the spores spread throughout the 
body and bind to neurotransmitters, blocking muscles from 
being able to contract normally.”

“Botulism is thought to be present only in Ohio, western 
Pennsylvania, southeast Indiana and Northern Kentucky,” 
he said, yet it is not yet known why only these U.S. regions. 

“This disease is one of the more common neurologic 
diseases that we are faced with on the emergency 
service,” Dr. Schroeder said. “Case prevalence can be as 
high as 15-20 cases per year.” 

In Caroline’s case, she had been given what was thought 
to be semi-fermented hay. She was still able to stand and 
walk (a positive sign) despite weakness and swallowing 
di¨culty. The equine team treated her with a dose of 
hyperimmunized plasma, which eliminates the toxins 
before binding to the muscle neurotransmitters. An 
indwelling feeding tube was placed and she was started 
on antibiotics.

Dr. Schroeder said most horses can recover within five to 
seven days; in rare cases they may require up to 30 days 
of hospital care. Caroline was released after five days.

Early diagnosis is key to providing appropriate and often 
life-saving treatment, with hyperimmunized plasma being 
the mainstay therapy, he said. “Survival is much less 
among horses that are recumbent and have shallow 
breathing,” Dr. Schroeder said. “Standing horses, however, 
have greater than an 80 percent chance of survival.”

The key message: botulism is preventable. Veterinarians 
can purchase a vaccine that requires two subsequent 
boosters but provides adequate protection to the horse. 
He also encourages practitioners to ask about horse feed 
and feed storage. “These measures go a long way toward 
preventing heartbreak as well.” 

For equine emergencies, call 614-292-6661. 
See vet.osu.edu/vmc/equine for more information.
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