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I hope your fall is off to a good start. 

As we look ahead, I am very excited 
to announce that the Enhancement 
and Expansion (E&E) project will be 
complete as of September 20.

In this issue of Update for 
Veterinarians, we showcase final 
work-in-progress within the new 
surgery suite at the VMC’s campus 
location. One highlight of this 
comprehensive suite is that we now 

have seven operating rooms! The E&E project has been 
quite an undertaking and we appreciate your patience and 
support, and that of our shared clients. I know we can all 
agree that the temporary inconveniences were very well 

From the Director

Recent developments in our Theriogenology and Reproductive Medicine 
service for small animals means referring veterinarians and their clients 
have access to advanced reproductive clinical services at the Ohio State 
Veterinary Medical Center (VMC).

The service — which also serves food and fiber and equine patients — is 
pleased to announce the purchase of an endoscope that allows specialists 
to perform transcervical inseminations (TCI) in dogs. The device provides 
a less invasive method of direct insemination into the uterus, shortening 
recovery time and allowing the team to achieve “the same successful 
results as the traditional surgical method,” said Dr. Marco Coutinho da Silva, 
associate professor of Theriogenology and Reproductive Medicine. TCI can 
be used for fresh, cooled and frozen semen.

Theriogenology Advances 
Small Animal Reproductive Care

continued on page 2

worth it! We hope you will visit us soon to see the 
amazing transformation for yourself.

Inside, our practitioner liaison, Dr. Doug Graham, 
provides an overview of his initial experiences from 
visits to 60+ practices. We also welcome our new 
interns and first-year residents. 

Finally, our cover story – part one of a two-part 
series – highlights developments in our extraordinary 
Theriogenology and Reproductive Medicine service, 
resulting from the work of associate professor, Dr. 
Marco Coutinho da Silva and assistant professor, Dr. 
Erin Runcan.

Enjoy the fall season and thank you again for allowing 
us to partner with you!

Karin Zuckerman, MHSA, MBA
VMC Director

Part 1 of 2 - Theriogenology Service
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Reproductive Care continued from page 1

In addition, patients do not need to be anesthetized with 
TCI, said assistant professor Dr. Erin Runcan. “It’s much 
safer, much less invasive and it’s an outpatient procedure. 
Clients can be with their dogs during the procedure. TCI 
is also useful in cases of males with poor semen quality in 
order to achieve better conception goals.”

Dr. Runcan estimated the team has performed hundreds 
of successful TCI procedures since the device was 
purchased a year ago, around two to three a week.

The Theriogenology and Reproductive Medicine service 
also received an award from the American Kennel Club 
Canine Health Foundation and the Theriogenology 
Foundation to fund a theriogenology small animal 
reproductive medicine and surgical residency. The 
resident, Dr. Tessa Fiamengo, has completed her first 
of three years with the service. Typically, Dr. da Silva 
said, residents are trained in reproductive medicine in 
all species, but this particular program “creates a unique 
focus on small animal reproductive medicine, a benefit to 
clients who are canine breeders.”

“Dr. Fiamengo’s placement significantly expands small 
animal theriogenology capabilities at the VMC,” said Dr. da 
Silva, including the effort to increase interactions between 
the VMC and breeders and referring veterinarians, with 
the goal of encouraging responsible breeding of dogs. 
“Our goal is always to work in partnership with local 
veterinarians,” said Dr. Runcan.

The VMC is one of four academic veterinary medical 
centers nationwide that received this award. 

In terms of other services, Dr. da Silva noted that VMC 
theriogenology specialists are available for phone 
consultations and offer pathology services, including two-
hour/same-day turnaround time for progesterone results, 
with special pricing for referring veterinarians.

“In cases of unexplained infertility, where additional 
diagnostics, such as uterine biopsy and reproductive 
ultrasound are necessary, our service can work with 
referring veterinarians by either receiving reproductive 
biology samples or we can assist them with these 
services,” Dr. da Silva said.

Finally, the team’s board-certified pathologist, Dr. Chris 
Premanandan, has just become a board-certified 
theriogenologist, which makes three such certified 
specialists at the VMC.

To make an appointment, please call 614-292-7397.

Theriogenology and Reproductive 
Medicine Service Highlights

• Artificial insemination using fresh, chilled or frozen semen

• Embryo transfer in horses and cattle

• Breeding soundness examinations

• Semen cryopreservation (freezing)

• Advanced reproductive ultrasonography

• State-of-the-art semen analysis

• Pregnancy determinations

• Management of high-risk pregnancies 
(including monitoring, elective Cesarean section and 
assisted parturition)

• Advanced reproductive ultrasonography and microscopy

• Computer-assisted semen analysis and freezing

• Other equipment necessary for

- the collection, evaluation, packaging, shipping or 
freezing of semen;

- artificial insemination;

- reproductive techniques or diagnostic procedures.

2017 Canine Breeder Excellence Seminar

Technology

Date/Time: September 30, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Location: Wexner Auditorium, Veterinary Medicine 
Administration Building 
1900 Coffey Road

Co-sponsors: The Ohio State University College 
of Veterinary Medicine and the 
Theriogenology Foundation

For more information, please contact Tara Beasley at 
CBEST@franzmgt.com or 334-395-4666.

This story is one of two in a series highlighting the latest advances 
in the Theriogenology and Reproductive Medicine service at the 
Veterinary Medical Center. The November-December issue will focus 
on equine theriogenology.

http://vet.osu.edu/vmc
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VMC Liaison Visits Reach Over 60 Practices

VMC Enhancement & Expansion Project - Final Phase

VMC Practitioner Liaison Dr. Douglas 
S. Graham has visited more than 60 
practices in the Greater Columbus 
area — small animal, farm and equine 
— since he began this new role in the 
spring of 2017. 

Through his visits, practice by practice, 
referring veterinarians are learning 
more about the services the Veterinary 
Medical Center (VMC) offers, but are 

also providing useful feedback on how the organization 
can improve the VMC-referring veterinarian relationship.

Dr. Graham says his role is to gather information to assess 
how the VMC and the College of Veterinary Medicine can 
improve service to referring veterinarians.

“It’s clear we do an excellent job with pet owners,” said 
Dr. Graham. “They are happy with patient care at the VMC 
and report this to the referring veterinarians.” 

However, he points out that the feedback from practice 
visits frequently includes two suggestions: explore how 
the VMC can continue to make the referring veterinarians 
feel part of the client-patient process, and improve some 
processes to allow referring veterinarians to receive 
communications more quickly.

Dr. Graham said that improving the communication 
process includes adapting to the needs of referring 
veterinarians, particularly where smart phone technology 
— including email and texting — is concerned. The VMC is 
also working to communicate some of the VMC highlights 
and newer referral services, including mobile ultrasound, 

CE Program
Topic: A Practical Approach to Thoracic 

Radiography: Step by Step Evaluation 
with Case Examples

Date/Time: September 13, 7 p.m.

Location: La Scala - Italian Bistro 
4199 West Dublin-Granville Road 
Dublin, OH 43017

Speaker: Dr. Amy Habing, DACVR, board-certified 
radiologist 

For more information, please visit 
vet.osu.edu/alumni/continuing-education.

The neurosurgery OR as viewed from the ophthalmology ORSoft Tissue OR with observation window 

telemed consults on radiographs, and orthopedic services 
and 24-hour emergency in Dublin.

“Yet nothing can replace the individual practice visits when 
it comes to one-on-one discussions,” said Dr. Graham. It’s 
the “face-to-face conversation that resonates,” he said.

Local veterinarians also appreciate that Dr. Graham is 
creating more structured, ongoing continuing education 
(CE) programs.

The first CE, scheduled for August 29 in Columbus, 
focuses on thoracic radiography. In early 2018, Dr. Graham 
will bring CE programs closer to practices in all regions 
throughout the state. This fall, an electronic survey 
regarding the referral process will be distributed to many 
veterinary practices. Dr. Graham, along with VMC team 
members, hope you will participate in providing feedback.

The VMC is in the last stage of the Enhancement and Expansion project, which includes a comprehensive renovation of 
the surgery suite, encompassing surgery prep, induction, recovery and seven operating rooms.

http://vet.osu.edu/vmc
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Between April and mid-September of this year, all orthopedic services 
have been operating out of the newly renovated facilities for advanced 
orthopedic procedures at our Dublin facility.

Beginning September 25, 2017, the VMC Orthopedic Service will provide 
care from both the Columbus and Dublin locations. These combined 
renovations will provide clients and patients broad access to preeminent 
veterinary orthopedic care. 

Orthopedic care at these sites will continue to involve advancements in 
the following services: lameness diagnosis; trauma care; non-emergeny 
orthopedic surgery (cranial cruciate ligament rupture, medial patellar 
luxation); limb deformity; minimally invasive surgery; arthroscopy; total 
joint replacement; orthopedic revision surgery; sports medicine; physical 
rehabilitation; and regenerative medicine.

The Veterinary Medical Center’s orthopedic team—led by associate 
professor Dr. Jonathan Dyce—includes assistant professors Dr. Stephen 
Jones, Dr. Nina Kieves and Dr. Audrey Wanstrath.

The VMC is currently interviewing orthopedic surgeons and actively 
recruiting for a rehabilitation and sports medicine specialist to run the 
physical rehabilitation program.

To schedule orthopedic services please call our Columbus facility at 614-
292-3551 or Dublin at 614-889-8070. For further information about our 
orthopedic services, please visit vet.osu.edu/vmc.

For specific clinical or programmatic questions, please contact Dr. Dyce 
at 614-292-0950 or dyce.1@osu.edu.

Orthopedic Service Update

Transitions
Dr. Alison Gardner and Dr. Judith Bertran have completed 
their respective fellowship programs and, as of July 1, 
have become faculty members within the College of 
Veterinary Medicine. Dr. Gardner is assistant clinical 
professor in equine emergency and critical care and Dr. 
Bertran is an instructor-practice in surgical oncology. 

The Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine 
The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center 
The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center at Dublin 

Mobile Ultrasound Now Available
Need to schedule an ultrasound? Contact our Mobile 
Ultrasound Service, available to practices within 30 
miles of the VMC–Columbus.

Please visit our web page at vet.osu.edu/vmc/mobile 
for more information or call 614-292-0950 to schedule. 

Clinical Trials
We always have a need for participants in veterinary 
clinical trials. If you have a patient that might be eligible, 
please contact the Ohio State Veterinary Clinical Trials 
Office at cvm-clinicaltrials@osu.edu or 614-247-8706.

For a list of current trials, please visit: 
vet.osu.edu/vmc/clinical-trials.

Jonathan Dyce
MA, VetMB, MRCVS, 

DSAO, DACVS

 Stephen Jones
DVM, MS, DACVS

Nina Kieves
DVM, CCRT, DACVS, 

DACVSMR

Audrey Wanstrath
DVM, MS
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Welcome 2017 Residents

Lauren Timperman
Radiology 

Brandon Wahler
Anesthesiology

Jillian Walz
Radiation Oncology

Anda Young
Small Animal Emergency  

and Critical Care 

Carolyn Nye
Neurology

Stasia Sullivan
Equine Surgery 

Kate Taikowski
Oncology

Melissa Murdock
Anesthesiology 

Sarah Salyer
Small Animal Surgery 

Jacob Swink
Equine Medicine   

Laura Rayhel
Small Animal Internal 

Medicine 

Nathalie Reisbig
Equine Sports Medicine 

William Cole
Small Animal Internal 

Medicine 

Brain Dent
Small Animal Surgery

Brittany Evans
Oncology

Daniel Gordon
Small Animal Emergency  

and Critical Care 

Alexandra Kalamaras
Small Animal Surgery

Maggie Jinks
Ophthalmology

Samantha Kochie
Cardiology

Marc Ledesma
Radiology

http://vet.osu.edu/vmc
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Richard Sheng
Small Animal Rotation

Geoffrey Zann
Small Animal Rotation

Alyxandra Reinhardt
Small Animal Rotation

April Summers
Small Animal Rotation

Brittany Stewart
Small Animal Rotation

Ashton Story
Small Animal Rotation

Matthew Cook
Oncology

Brittany Feldhaeusser
Small Animal Rotation

Christelle Follette
Small Animal Rotation

Chelsea Hunsberger
Equine Field Service

Vivian McWilliams Quam
Equine Field Service

Charles Jones
Small Animal Rotation

Andrew Muir
Farm Animal

Eric Owens
Small Animal Rotation

The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center

vet.osu.edu/vmc

Welcome 2017 Interns
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