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President’s Message
by Iris D Bolton, DVM, DACLAM

Dear ASLAP  
Members,

This will be my last 
contribution to the 
ASLAP Newsletter as 
President.  This comes 
as a little bit of a shock 
to me.  It feels like I 
am just figuring out 
this whole President 

thing, and it is time to pass the torch to the 
competent and much more qualified hands of 
Steve Shipley.  I wish I had an extra year to get 
down to what I had hoped to accomplish during 
this year.  I might have to make that recommen-
dation before I leave office.

I have struggled over the last year with how to 
communicate best with you the membership.  I 
am afraid that the newsletter has become passé 
as information is shared so much more quickly 
than a quarterly update.  I have tried Facebook 
as a social media avenue.  However, it appears 
that most of the followers are the same hand-
ful of people just as I feel that the readers of the 
newsletter are the same handful of people.  If 
you find that my President’s Message is one of 
the highlights of the newsletter, let me know, 
and I will try to stay connected with you moving 
forward.  

The ASLAP Leadership has been participating 
in a component of the community platform that 
was launched by AALAS recently: AALAS Com-
munity Exchange (or ACE).  I hope that you are 
all plugged into ACE and learning to navigate 
this new platform.  Among ASLAP Leadership 
the learning curve has been steep, but I think 
this platform will help us be more efficient and 
effective in the work we do for the organization.  
If you are not plugged into ACE, give it a try.  If 
this is something that the membership likes, 
ASLAP may elect to launch its own platform.

I hope many of you are looking forward to 
AVMA in Washington DC.  The program is 
already available, and programming which may 
appeal to the laboratory animal practitioner can 
be found in the AVMA Update section of this 
newsletter. Not only is Washington D.C. always 
an excellent destination, there should be some-
thing at the conference for everyone.  Whether 
your interest is clinical, or regulatory, or wel-
fare, the information presented at AVMA is for 
all veterinarians regardless of species.  Then 
right around the corner will be the national 
AALAS meeting in Denver, one of my favorite 
convention locations.  I hope to see you all at 
the ASLAP General Membership meeting.

Some of our committees have been very busy, 
as well!  As always, our Legislative and Regu-
latory Committee (LRAC) has no shortage of 
regulatory issues to stay abreast of.  For the 
non-regulatory issues, ACLAM and ASLAP 
are hoping to partner once again but this time 
on an ADVOCACY Committee.  Select leaders 
in lab animal medicine have been tapped to 
form this proposed committee and create the 
charter.  The Animal Welfare Committee (AWC) 
recently launched their mouse welfare survey.  
The results of the ASLAP/ACLAM Salary Survey 
should be available later this year.  The Devel-
opment Committee has achieved significant 
achievements in fundraising.  Our Membership 
Committee is seeking new ways to reach veteri-
narians supporting all research.  Over the next 
couple of months, Steve Shipley will be seeking 
out new members of the standing committees 
and may even have ideas for ad hoc committees 
with agendas that I haven’t even considered yet.  
If you have any interest in serving on an ASLAP 
committee, please don’t hesitate to reach out to 
Steve.

In support of the next generation of laboratory 
animal practitioners, the Veterinary Student 
Liaison Committee will be recognizing 5 senior 

continued on page 2
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Foundation Update

continued from page 1

veterinary students with a copy of the 3rd edition of 
the ACLAM Laboratory Animal Medicine textbook and 
a monetary award.  Watch for those announcements.  
These are the up-and-coming professionals we will be 
handing the reins of our organization to in the future.

The ASLAP election will be concluding on June 12th.  
At its conclusion, the organization will have a new 
President-Elect and two new Directors on the Board. 
The Board has worked very hard this year on year one 
of the strategic plan.  The new leadership will have the 
benefit of further propelling this group toward further 
accomplishments.  I have been proud to serve with the 
current leadership, and I hope you will take a minute 

and thank the other members of the Board of Direc-
tors, the AVMA Delegate, and the AVMA Alternate 
Delegate for their contributions to ASLAP.

Thank you for entrusting me with the role of ASLAP 
President.

Respectfully yours,

Iris D. Bolton, DVM, DACLAM

This is the Foundation Update that I always look for-
ward to writing because it is the one in which I intro-
duce you to the new class of summer fellows. This year 
I was again able to contact all of the former summer 
fellows who are graduat-
ing in May to find out what 
they will be doing as new 
members of the veterinary 
profession, so I can include 
that information too.

The Foundation Fellows 
for 2019 are Caileen Moran 
from Tufts, Noah Mishkin 
from Colorado State Uni-
versity, Darleen Tu from 
Western University, Allison 
Tamasino from the Univer-
sity of Illinois, Keith Lewy 
from Kansas State Univer-
sity, and from The Ohio 
State University: Marie 
Brake, Natalie Celeste and Ben Singh. So my hat is off 
to Valerie Bergdall and her team for getting veterinary 
students interested in laboratory medicine. The an-
nouncement for the 2019 ASLAP Summer Fellowship 
Program is included in this newsletter.

Twelve former summer fellows graduated this May. 
Seven been accepted into training programs.  Two cur-
rently do not have the flexibility to relocate, but plan to 
apply to program when they are able and two do not 
have the flexibility to relocate and are not sure when 
they will be able to apply and one went in a mixed 
practice. This brings the total number ASLAP summer 
fellow who have graduated to 90. Fifty of them have en-
tered training programs and give credit to the summer 

program for not only helping them solidify their plans 
for the future but strengthen their resume when apply-
ing for a training program. As the summer fellowship 
program wraps up its first decade of existence, every-

one who has supported the 
program over the years is 
to be congratulated for be-
ing in part responsible for 
50 new laboratory animal 
practitioners.

The Summer Fellowship 
Class of 2019 will begin 
the second decade of the 
program. This would not 
be possible without the 
support of the organiza-
tions that have provided 
sponsorship over the years. 
This year I would like to 
welcome Charles River 
Laboratory as a co-sponsor. 

I would also like to call your attention to the fact that 
one of fellows mentioned above would not be part of 
the Fellowship Class of 2019 had the Foundation BOD 
not made an end of the year appeal for support from 
the members. This year we are hoping to avoid a simi-
lar situation, so do not be surprised if you get an email 
requesting your support, not long after you get this 
Newsletter.  It is easy to do by going to  http://www.
aslap.org/ and clicking  on the donation button or use 
the form included in this newsletter. 

On Behalf of the Board of Directors of the ASLAP  
Foundation,

Taylor Bennett

http://www.aslap.org/
http://www.aslap.org/
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The ASLAP Foundation
2019 Summer Fellows in Laboratory Animal Medicine

SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM FELLOW(S)

Charles River Laboratories/ 
ASLAP Foundation

Emory University   
Dr. Deborah Mook  
DMOOK@dar.emory.edu 

Marie Brake

Boehringer Ingelheim University of Illinois-Chicago 
Dr. Lisa Halliday 
lhall@uic.edu

Caileen Moran

Pfizer Ohio State University   
Dr. Judy Hickman-Davis 
hickman-davis.2@osu.edu

Darleen Tu

Pfizer Colorado State University 
Dr. Lon Kendall 
lon.kendall@colostate.edu

Benjamin Singh

Pfizer Cornell University 
Dr. Wendy Williams 
wow2@cornell.edu

Noah Mishkin

Pfizer University of Pennsylvania 
Dr. James Marx 
marx@upen.edu

Natalie Celeste

American Association for 
Laboratory Animal Science

University of Missouri 
Dr. Craig Franklin 
franklinc@missouri.edu

Allison Tomasino 
Keith Lewy
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The Government/Legislative Update is being gleaned from the UPDATES of the National Association for Biomed-
ical Research (NABR) and the Smart Brief produced and distributed by the Foundation for Biomedical Research 
(FBR). 

Regulatory News

Government/Legislative Update

Proposed APHIS Rulemaking Would Eliminate 
Automatic Licensing Renewals and Update Certain 
Canine Regulations - On March 21, 2019, the United 
States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) issued 
a stakeholder announcement concerning proposed 
rulemaking to amend the licensing requirements to 
eliminate automatic renewals.  With this change, 
licensees would have to demonstrate compliance with 
the Animal Welfare Act (AWA) and show that the ani-
mals in their possession are adequately cared for every 
three years in order to obtain a license.  
 
The proposed rule also includes additional updates 
to the regulations for canines – requiring any dealer, 
exhibitor, or research facility with dogs to maintain 
a written program for veterinary care and medical 
records and to make those records available to USDA 
upon request.  The written program of veterinary care 
would have to include regular visits by the attending 
veterinarian to conduct a complete physical examina-

tion of each dog not less than once a year, vaccina-
tions for contagious and deadly diseases of dogs, and 
preventative care and treatment for hair coats, nails, 
eyes, ears, skin, and teeth.  In addition, the proposed 
rule would require that dogs have continual access to 
potable water unless restricted by an attending veteri-
narian.   

Revision to the USDA’s Animal Welfare Inspection 
Guide - Chapter 7 - Research Facility Inspection of 
the Animal Welfare Inspection Guide has been revised 
and is available at https://www.aphis.usda.gov/ani-
mal_welfare/downloads/Animal-Care-Inspection-
Guide.pdf. The revised version is 22 pages shorter than 
the previous version as a result of combining some 
sections, eliminating redundancy in different sections 
and eliminating language that is not clearly supported 

by the regulations.

Legislative News
FEDERAL

Emergency Preparedness 
Bill Introduced in House of 
Representatives - Rep. Dina 
Titus (D-NV) and co-sponsor 
Rep. Peter King (R-NY) an-
nounced plans to introduce 
the Providing Emergency Plans 

for Animals at Risk of Emerging Disasters (PREPARED) 
Act, HR1042. The bill would require United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) regulated facilities to 
submit annual emergency contingency plans. The bill 
mirrors regulation considered by the USDA in 2012. In 
a 2013 Federal Register Notice, the USDA announced 
that the regulation would be stayed indefinitely, 
pending additional review, “In this document, we are 
issuing a stay of those regulations in order that we may 
undertake a review and analysis of such requirements. 

We intend to conduct this additional review to further 
consider the impact of contingency plan requirements 
on regulated entities, taking into account a reexamina-
tion of any unique circumstances and costs that may 
vary by the type and size of businesses.” 
 
The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) is 
supporting the bill, citing research animal deaths after 
Tropical Storm Allison in 2001 and Hurricane Sandy in 
2012. It should be noted that institutions that suffered 
losses in these storms had emergency plans in place, 
as do most animal research institutions.

PUPPERS Act Reintroduced in House of Represen-
tatives - Representatives Brian Mast (R-FL) and Dina 
Titus (D-NV) have re-introduced the “Preventing 
Unkind and Painful Procedures and Experiments on 
Respected Species Act,” also known as the PUPPERS 
Act. The goal of this bill is to end canine research at the 

https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=bf8af494d8&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=bf8af494d8&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=bf8af494d8&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=3005a4452b&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=09b0e8cda3&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=7c2cc9e5ae&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=7f71fc4bab&e=d8c20fe029
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Veterans Administration (VA). The last time this bill 
was introduced, it did not pass. 
However, proponents were successful at inserting lan-
guage into the FY18 Omnibus bill which requires the 
Secretary of the VA to personally sign off on all pending 
canine protocols. The language prohibits, “research 
using canines unless: the scientific objectives of the study 
can only be met by research with canines; the study has 
been directly approved by the Secretary; and the study 
is consistent with the revised Department of Veterans 
Affairs canine research policy document released on 
December 18, 2017.” This language mirrors existing ap-
proval practices at the VA. 
 
According to Rep. Titus, “It’s 
time to end dog testing at the 
VA once and for all.” This bill 
has continued to be pushed 
by the White Coat Waste 
Project (WCWP). In addition 
to this reintroduction, the 
WCWP campaign against VA 
canine research has prompted 
an Institute for Laboratory Animal Research study, an 
OLAW review, and an Inspector General investigation. 
 

Pet Safety and Protection Act of 2019 - Rep. Mike 
Doyle (D-PA) has introduced the Pet Safety and Protec-
tion Act of 2019, H.R. 689, “to amend the Animal Wel-
fare Act to ensure that all dogs and cats used by research 
facilities are obtained legally.”   
 
This bill would prevent research institutions from 
obtaining cats and dogs from random source Class 
B dealers. However, the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) cannot issue random source B 
dealer licenses due to language in previously passed 
appropriations bills. Having been introduced in every 
Congress since 1996, this is another piece of unneces-
sary legislation that would appear to have no material 
impact on biomedical research, however will likely be 
touted as a fundraising tool for animal rights organiza-
tions.

Federal HEARTS Act Focuses on Alternatives to 
Animal Research - H.R. 1209 has been introduced in 
the House of Representatives. Sponsored by Lucille 
Roybal-Allard (D-CA), the “Humane and Existing 
Alternatives in Research and Testing Sciences Act of 
2019” would amend the Public Health Service Act 
by instituting numerous additional review processes 
related to the use of alternatives to animal models 
in research. Irrespective of the fact that Animal Wel-
fare Act-mandated IACUCs already review the use of 
alternative methods, this bill would appear to signifi-
cantly increase administrative burden on investigators 
and institutions without increasing the integrity and 
credibility of the research findings. The requirements 

in this bill also appear to be in direct conflict of the 21st 
Century Cures Act mandate to reduce administrative 
burden on investigators who work with animal models. 

KITTEN Act Re-Introduced - Recently, the White Coat 
Waste Project has ramped up their campaign against 
the use of feline models in toxoplasmosis research at 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). In the 115th 
Congress, the group pushed for the Kittens in Traumat-
ic Testing Ends Now Act of 2018, introduced by Rep. 
Mike Bishop (R-MI), who later lost his re-election bid. 
 

Recently, the bill was reintro-
duced in the 116th Congress 
as H.R. 1622, sponsored by 
Rep. Jimmy Panetta (D-CA) 
and co-sponsored by Rep. 
Brian Mast (R-FL). Senator 
Jeff Merkley (D-OR) and co-
sponsor Senator Cory Booker 
(D-NJ), have introduced a 
similar bill in the Senate to 
amend the Animal Welfare 

Act, S. 708. Minimal changes have been made since the 
introduction of the bill in the 115th session. The legisla-
tion would amend the animal welfare act to eliminate 
the use of cats in research at the USDA.

Sen. Joni Ernst (R-IA) Introduces Federal Grant 
Transparency Bill - On March 14 Senator Joni Ernst 
(R-IA) introduced S. 807, also known as the Cost Open-
ness and Spending Transparency Act of 2019, or COST 
Act. Sen. Ernst’s office released a detailed press release 
on the COST Act, which can be viewed here. 
 
Currently Federal law, known as the Stevens Amend-
ment, requires recipients of federal money provided 
by the Departments of Labor (DOL), Health and Hu-
man Services (HHS), and Department of Education 
to disclose the percentage of costs funded by federal 
dollars, the amount of money received from the federal 
government, and the amount financed by other funds. 
The COST Act would expand the scope of the Stevens 
Amendment to apply to all Federal departments and 
programs. 
 
 In a report issued on March 14, the Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) issued a report stating, 
“that most Department offices didn’t manage grantee 
compliance with the disclosure requirement.” To en-
sure compliance, the COST Act provides authority to 
the White House Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) to withhold a portion of a grant from a recipient 
that does not disclose the costs, as required by the act, 
until it does so. The COST Act has been referred to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs. Currently, the bill has two cosponsors, Senators 
Lankford (R-OK) and Paul (R-KY).

https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=ea8c0af636&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=abe0f83e3a&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=faf0e68d49&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=cdc2bbdf60&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=a78663c817&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=a78663c817&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=6db752bff5&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=b8059f16f7&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=b8059f16f7&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=5eb8c1f7ed&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=5eb8c1f7ed&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=a7146fb55b&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=43e4bf6986&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=7618413a10&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=becbfbe358&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=6350a360e2&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=6350a360e2&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=0c942923ec&e=d8c20fe029
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Captive Primate Safety Act Would Not Impact 
Research - H.R. 1776, the Captive Primate Safety Act, 
was introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives 
by Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-OR) on March 14 and re-
ferred to the House Committee on Natural Resources. 
The bill seeks, “to amend the Lacey Act Amendments of 
1981 to prohibit importation, exportation, transporta-
tion, sale, receipt, acquisition, and purchase in inter-
state or foreign commerce, or in a manner substantially 
affecting interstate or foreign commerce, of any live 
animal of any prohibited wildlife species.” 
As written, the bill maintains 
the exclusion for facilities 
licensed or registered, and 
inspected, by APHIS or any 
other Federal Agency.

House FY2020 Appropria-
tions Bill to Prohibit Certain 
VA Dog Research - The Draft 
Fiscal 2020 Military Con-
struction-VA Appropriations 
(MilCon) Bill, in the House 
of Representatives, includes 
language that mirrors the 
PUPPERS Act that would 
prohibit all Category D and 
Category E canine research at 
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). This language 
is more aggressive than language included in a previ-
ous omnibus bill that required the Secretary’s approval 
for all canine protocols. This is a draft bill that has yet 
to go to the full House Appropriations Committee. 
The Senate will also be drafting their own appropria-
tions bill. There are likely to be significant differences 
between the two appropriations bills that will need to 
be conferenced. 
 
House Subcommittee Draft Bill Provides $2 Billion 
Increase for NIH - The House Labor-HHS-Education 
Appropriations Subcommittee released their draft 
FY2020 spending bill alongside a press release and 
summary of the bill. This bill would provide a $2 billion 
increase over the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
FY2019 budget, with each institute and center receiv-
ing a nearly five percent increase in funding, which 
differs markedly from the President’s proposed budget. 
The full House Appropriations Committee is expected 
to consider this spending bill on Wednesday, May 8. 
However, it is important to note that whatever spend-
ing bill is finalized in the House, the Senate version 
could be significantly different.

STATE

Two Problematic Bills Surface in California - As-
sembly member Brian Maienschein introduced AB 889 
in the California Assembly where it was referred to the 
Assembly Health Committee. The bill was amended 
by Assembly member Maienschein himself on April 1, 

after which it was re-referred to the Assembly Health 
Committee for additional consideration. Moments be-
fore the bill was to be discussed, the sponsor pulled 
the bill from the hearing. The bill will be advanced as 
a two-year bill, which means it will carry over from this 
year to next year. 
 
Per the Assembly Health Committee summary the bill, 
“Requires any person who keeps and uses animals for 
diagnostic, educational, or research purposes to submit 
information regarding animal use to the Department of 

Public Health (DPH).” This bill 
would be a sweeping, unfund-
ed mandate that would make 
an already difficult medical 
research environment in Cali-
fornia worse. 
 
The information that would be 
reported under this legisla-
tion to the DPH is already 
available via the internet for 
facilities holding a Public 
Health Service (PHS) Animal 
Welfare Assurance by the NIH 
or a permit from the United 
States Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) through the NIH 

RePORTER or the USDA Animal Care Search Tool. 
 
Another piece of legislation, introduced in California, 
AB 1586, aims to eliminate all animal dissection teach-
ing methods in the state. The bill, otherwise known 
as the “Replacing Animals in Science Education Act” 
(RAISE Act), is supported by People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals (PETA) and the Physicians Com-
mittee for Responsible Medicine (PCRM). This legisla-
tion would apply to both public and private institu-
tions, kindergarten and grades 1 through 12. It would 
prohibit dissection of both vertebrates (i.e. frogs, fetal 
pigs, etc.) and invertebrates (i.e. worms). 
  
“Homes for Animal Heroes Act” Passes New Jersey 
Senate - S.B. 2826, the “Homes for Animal Heroes Act” 
passed unanimously in the New Jersey state Senate. 
The bill, supported by the New Jersey Association for 
Biomedical Research (NJABR), ensures that institu-
tions maintain their current adoption policies for dogs 
and cats. The bill is also supported by the National 
Animal Interest Alliance (NAIA). Their “Homes for Ani-
mal Heroes” program is the namesake of the bill. The 
legislation will now go on to the Assembly for consid-
eration. 
  
MA State Bill Introduced on Animal Testing - HB 
1228, introduced in Massachusetts, would require 
“the use of test methods that avoid or reduce unneces-
sary product testing on animals,” according to State 
Rep. Jack Patrick Lewis (D). The bill, supported by the 

https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=fd5d7431e8&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=22c1d79df8&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=22c1d79df8&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=22c1d79df8&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=22c1d79df8&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=0089064ae1&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=0089064ae1&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=1349d0750d&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=1349d0750d&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=f0bd4a3042&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=84e53c6701&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=acd88181d2&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=4716b7df62&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=22e6ace98d&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=b7e7b45030&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=479b2c3f54&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=479b2c3f54&e=d8c20fe029
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Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) and the 
New England Anti-Vivisection Society (NEAVS), would 
prevent institutions, when conducting ingredient 
or product testing, from using “a traditional animal 
test method for which an appropriate alternative test 
method or strategy exists.” Though this statement seems 
to be consistent with  the 3Rs philosophy, the bill’s 
text is unclear about what constitutes an “appropriate 
alternative test method or strategy” and could be used 
by groups, such as HSUS and NEAVS, to prevent what 
they deem “unnecessary” animal tests before the sci-
ence could feasibly replace them. 
  
Illinois Bill that could Allow Animal Rights Groups 
to File Cases on Behalf of Research Animals - HB 
1631, in Illinois, would allow the court to appoint attor-
neys and law students as advocates for cats and dogs, 
in addition to the special legal protections that the ani-
mals already have. The bill would allow for the court, or 
any other concerned party, to prosecute a case involv-
ing the “injury, health, or safety or a cat or dog.” With 
no research exemption, if this bill is passed, it is likely 
that animal rights groups would intervene on behalf of 
cats and dogs in research. This bill is opposed by the 
Illinois State Veterinary Medical Association (ISVMA).

State Cosmetics Bill in Illinois - An Illinois bill target-
ing the use of animals in cosmetics testing, SB2041 
was first read on January 31, 2019 and was assigned to 
the agriculture committee. After amendments, the bill 
passed agriculture on March 14 and was placed on the 
calendar for March 19. The bill arrived in the House 
and was assigned to the Labor and Commerce Com-
mittee. The bill aims to make it unlawful for a manu-
facturer to “import for profit, sell, or offer for sale” any 
product that was developed or manufactured using 
an “animal test.” The bill is supported by Cruelty Free 
International. 
 
There are some important exemptions in this bill.  Ani-
mal tests would be allowed if “a specific human health 

problem is substantiated and the need to conduct 
animal tests is justified and supported by a detailed 
research protocol proposed as the basis for the evalu-
ation” or for “an animal test that was conducted to 
comply with a requirement of a…regulatory authority.” 
 
As written, the law would appear to have no impact 
on biomedical research. However, bills such as these 
often serve as targets for amendments that could cause 
future problems for biomedical researchers with ani-
mal models. Institutions should evaluate these types 
of state bills, and advocate for a strong and explicit 
exemption for biomedical research.

Washington Mandatory Adoption Bill - In the state 
of Washington SB 5212, a mandatory adoption bill, 
passed both the state’s House and the Senate. The bill 
was signed by the Governor April 29. This legislation 
affects public academic institutions and not corporate 
institutions. The bill would give a facility’s attending 
veterinarian final control over determining an animal’s 
suitability for adoption. The bill has been titled “The 
Homes for Animal Heroes Act.” Washington will be the 
eleventh state to pass mandatory adoption legislation. 
Legislation is pending in twelve other states. 

Michigan Mandatory Adoption Bill - Following the 
recent Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) in-
filtration in Michigan, mandatory adoption legislation 
has also been introduced in Michigan’s state legisla-
ture. As written, H.B. 4496, would increase administra-
tive burden, remove control of the adoption process 
from attending veterinarians, and would apply to both 
public and private institutions. 

Oregon Mandatory Adoption Bill - In Oregon, work is 
still being done on SB 638 which has onerous reporting 
requirements.  

Miscellaneous News  

NAS Releases Publication on Care, Use, and Welfare of Marmosets - 
On April 5, the National Academies of Science (NAS) released their new 
publication, “Care, Use, and Welfare of Marmosets as Animal Models for 
Gene Editing-Based Biomedical Research.” This publication details the 
proceedings of their October 22-23 Roundtable on Science and Welfare 
in Laboratory Animal Use. The roundtable dealt with issues of availability 
of marmosets in the United States and abroad as well as discussing the 
welfare and ethical considerations with genetically modified marmosets; 
among other issues. With the future use of non-human primates (NHPs) 
predicted to increase, it is important for the research community to be 
both informed and proactive to be able to explain to legislators why the 
science is driving that increased demand.

https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=638863172c&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=638863172c&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=8dc17d0432&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=4e9b55f57c&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=4e9b55f57c&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=12fe571169&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=d9f9b00eb4&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=d9f9b00eb4&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=7286838790&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=17068119bf&e=d8c20fe029
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019R1/Downloads/ProposedAmendment/14272
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Federal News  

Congressional Briefing: Research with Nonhuman 
Primates, Advancing Health and Scientific Knowledge 
- On Wednesday March 6, 2019 in Washington, D.C., 
a coalition of scientific societies under Supporting 
Truth about Animal Research (STAR) hosted a timely 
congressional briefing about the critical role of nonhu-
man primates in research. This is particularly impor-
tant considering the anti-NHP research bill introduced 
by Senator Corey Booker (D-NJ) at the end of the last 
Congress. Topics included treatments for opioid abuse 
and Parkinson’s disease, as well as development of 
prosthetic devises for individuals with paralysis and 
other movement disorders.

Trump Administration Proposes NIH Budget Cuts 
- On Monday, March 11 President Trump released his 
FY2020 budget proposal which would cut $4.5 billion 
from National Institutes of Health (NIH) in 2020. The 
National Cancer Institute budget would be reduced 
by $897 million. The National Institute of Allergies and 
Infectious Diseases would be reduced by $769 million. 
Further, institutes that focus on aging, heart, lung and 
blood research would see a reduction to the tune of 
$400 million. The President’s budget would, however, 
include a $150 million increase in Type 1 diabetes 
funding and a $586 million increase focusing on vac-
cines for children. Lastly, under the President’s budget 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
would have their budget cut by $1.27 billion. 
 
Not to miss an opportunity, People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals (PETA)  chimed in on March 12 
with a post instructing their members and support-
ers to tell Congress that the proposed NIH cuts do not 
go far enough. PETA also included an editorial in the 
Daily Caller, written by Emily Trunnell,  Ph.D., calling 
for cuts.  In language mirroring the White Coat Waste 
Project (WCWP), PETA claims the NIH is, “the agency 
that excels at wasting the American people’s tax dollars 
on useless animal experiments.” 

USDA ARS Discontinues Research with Cats - The 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Agricultural 

Research Service (ARS) announced they will be dis-
continuing their research with cats. This follows an 
aggressive, multi-year campaign by White Coat Waste 
Project (WCWP). The USDA has stated that “use of cats 
as part of any research protocol in any laboratory in 
ARS has been discontinued and will not be reinstated.” 
 
After external and internal scientific reviews of the 
toxoplasmosis research within ARS, including “fea-
sibility of adoption for cats used in the research,” the 
remaining 28 cats that were a part of this protocol will 
be adopted out to USDA employees. This announce-
ment follows scathing media attention prompted by a 
recently released WCWP report.  WCWP has publicly 
taken credit for shutting down what they called the 
USDA’s “kitten slaughterhouse.” 
 
As mentioned above, the KITTEN Act was reintro-
duced in both the House, H.R. 1622, and the Senate, 
S. 708 in early March as part of this WCWP campaign 
against USDA toxoplasmosis research. 
 
Now that ARS has terminated the project at the heart 
of this campaign, the KITTEN Act is arguably a moot 
point. However, because the KITTEN Act would apply 
to all of USDA, not just ARS, there is likely to be a con-
tinued push for this legislation by research opponents.

VA Canine Research Resources - The Veterans Affairs 
(VA) Office of Research and Development has updated 
its website to include new resources on their canine 
research program. These resources can be used to help 
educate the public about canine use in biomedical 
research, focusing on the VA program specifically. 
 
Included in these resources are videos of the VA’s 
cough stimulator, a device that was developed by 
canine research to assist paralyzed veterans, and video 
context for their canine treadmill stress test. These 
posts help fight back against mischaracterizations of 
VA dog research in the media, which have been largely 
propagated by the White Coat Waste Project.

Animal Law/Legal
Federal Court Rules Against USDA - A federal appeals court ruled on March 16 in favor of the Physicians Com-
mittee for Responsible Medicine (PCRM) in their challenge against the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

shutting down their animal welfare database. This decision reverses a 
lower court’s dismissal. PCRM sued the USDA for the removal of in-
spection reports from their website. The USDA has resumed publishing 
some portions of these reports. The court stated that it would be inap-
propriate for the USDA to, “restore mutilated versions of documents 
previously published without redactions.” This case has now been 
remanded to the lower court that previously dismissed the case.

https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=67751f9df8&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=b0fc8c64b8&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=ff0e2df926&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=36a70725f2&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=96b76e418c&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=32e9af2c77&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=c9fe61985c&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=81af667a28&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=0d77b9f3c7&e=d8c20fe029
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Animal Rights Activism

The 2019 AVMA convention will be held in Washington D.C. August 2-6. This “Monumental Experience” is cer-
tain to have a continuing education topic for everyone. Listed below are the scheduled comparative medicine 
topics and speakers. Full conference information is available here: 2019 AVMA Convention.

AVMA Update

DxE Activist Handbook - Direct Action Everywhere 
(DxE), a radical animal liberation group that is known 
for participating in illegal activities, has posted a “New 
Activist Handbook” for their San Francisco Bay Area 
chapter. The aptly named group believes in taking “di-
rect action” for animal liberation. Their more notable 
actions include a seizure of a turkey from a Utah farm 
and theft of a chicken from a Costco supplier. This ap-
proach has resulted in several members of the group 
being charged with felony theft.

Worth the Read: “What Animal-Rights Activists 
Forget” - This week the National Review published an 
article entitled “What Animal-Rights Activists Forget.” 
The article calls out PETA for their tactics targeting re-
search that serve to jeopardize not only human health, 
but animal health, as well.

http://2019 AVMA Convention.
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=9a92a8ca70&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=1afd378517&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=1afd378517&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=45ede65477&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=45ede65477&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=1b90b35efa&e=d8c20fe029
https://fbresearch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ba8b33510b18b5cf423b1a6e&id=00775a1f91&e=d8c20fe029
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LITERATURE DIGEST:  
JUNE 2019

    By Julia Goldman, DVM, MS, DACLAM

Source: Cowley PM, Rob-
erts CR, Baker AJ. Moni-
toring the Health Status 
of Mice with Bleomycin-
induced Lung Injury by 
Using Body Condition 
Scoring. COMPMED. 
69(2): 95-102

Human idiopathic pul-
monary fibrosis is a 
progressive and irrevers-
ible disease that causes 

fibrosis of the lungs and leads to respiratory failure 
(1). Several murine models of lung fibrosis have been 
developed, but intratracheal installation of bleomycin 
is the most common and well characterized model 
(2, 3). Since this model has the potential for pain and 
distress in the mice, well-defined humane endpoints 
are important. Body weight (BW) is a commonly used 
endpoint for animal studies, but it may not be an ideal 
parameter for studies involving weight gain as part 
of the pathologic process (ex. organ enlargement or 
tumor development). Body condition score (BCS) can 
be used as an alternative to body weight with a body 
condition score of 2/5 or lower typically considered 
an appropriate endpoint. Since the weight of the lungs 
increases with bleomycin installation, and normal 
mice may gain weight in typical observation period 
for this model (which may be as long as 28 days), this 
study evaluated whether BCS scoring would be a more 
appropriate endpoint measurement for this model. 

This study used 12 week old, male C57Bl/6J mice. 
The mice were instilled with bleomycin through the 
trachea, and BCS and BW were performed daily until 
euthanasia. Euthanasia was performed 10-12 days 
after bleomycin instillation or sooner if mice reached 
study endpoints (weight loss >15%, inactivity, hunched 
posture, respiratory distress and edema). Lungs were 
removed, weighed and evaluated histologically. Soleus 
muscle and right and left VEF pads were also weighed. 

As expected, histological evaluation following bleo-
mycin installation showed inflammatory cell infiltra-
tion, disruption of alveoli, thickening of alveoli walls, 
and increased deposition of collagen consistent with 
diffuse interstitial lung disease. Bleomycin installation 

also led to a doubling of lung weight (average of 0.13g 
compared to saline controls). Both BW and BCS were 
significantly decreased in bleomycin-treated animals, 
whereas in saline treated animals’ BCS remained 
unchanged while BW increased during the study. Over 
the time course of this study, BW decreased by about 
15% and BCS decreased by about 1 unit for bleomycin 
treated animals. BW increased by about 2.5% in saline 
treated animals. Change in lung weight was found to 
be an appropriate indication of lung injury, and both 
BW and BCS were significantly correlated with lung 
weight. The increase in lung weight did not signifi-
cantly mask the animals’ body weight loss. Both soleus 
muscle mass and VEF masses were decreased with 
tracheal installation of bleomycin.

Overall, this study concluded that decreases in BW and 
BCS are highly related to the presence of lung injury in 
this mouse model and that the increases in lung weight 
caused by bleomycin treatment did not significantly 
mask an animal’s decrease in BW. While these find-
ings suggest that both BW and BCS are appropriate for 
monitoring disease progression in bleomycin-treated 
animals, BCS may have advantages over monitoring 
BW including ease of performance, lack of equipment 
required, and no requirement for a reference value. 
The validation of both options for monitoring health 
status should be useful for investigators performing 
this model. 
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ASLAP Foundation

Donation

Name ___________________________________________ 

Street address _____________________________________

________________________________________________

City ___________________State ____ Zip _____________

Phone ___________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________

Donations In Honor/Memory

 Tribute   Memory
In Honor/Memory of: ______________________________

Street address _____________________________________

________________________________________________

City ___________________State ____ Zip _____________

Corporate Donation

Company /Contact Name ___________________________

Street address _____________________________________

________________________________________________

City ___________________State ____ Zip _____________

Phone ___________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________

Method of Payment

 Check
 Visa   MasterCard   American Express
Credit Card # _____________________________________

Name on Card ____________________________________

Exp. date ____________Zip code _____________________ 

 Online at www.aslap.org

Remember to pass to your corporation if they have a matching gift program

Mail Contribution to:
ASLAP Foundation
9190 Crestwyn Hills Dr
Memphis, TN 38125

Phone: 901-333-0498
Fax: 901-753-0046

Donation Amount:

    $25
 $50
 $100
    $1000
   Other: ________
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