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VBS Faculty Award Winners at the Oath & Hooding Awards  
 
At this year's Oath and Hooding ceremony held Saturday, June 9, in addition to 
recognizing the Class of 2012, the College of Veterinary Medicine also 
recognized faculty and several Distinguished Alumni Award winners.  
Below is a list of this year's award winners. 
 
Pfizer Animal Research Award: Dr. Stefan Niewiesk 
 

Dr. Stefan Niewiesk was awarded the Pfizer Animal Health 
Award for Research Excellence. The award recognized his 
outstanding research effort and productivity. Nominees are the 
principal investigator of research conducted within the past 
three years that has attained or is likely to attain national 
recognition. Dr. Niewiesk obtained his DVM from the Veterinary 
School of Hannover (Germany), a PhD in virology from the 
University of Würzburg; he is board certified in Veterinary 
Microbiology (Fachtierarzt für Mikrobiologie), Laboratory 
Animal Science (Fachtierarzt für Versuchstierkunde), and is a 

diplomate of the European College of Laboratory Animal Medicine. His work 
develops and utilizes animal models of infectious disease to address questions of 
general biomedical relevance; not only have his efforts benefitted his individual 
research program but they have also supported the work of colleagues within 
and outside of the College of Veterinary Medicine, the broad biomedical research 
community at the Ohio State University, and international collaborators. Dr. 
Niewiesk has used the cotton rat model of measles virus infection and immunity 
to elucidate the mechanism behind maternal antibody interference of vaccination. 
Such interference is a phenomenon observed in multiple animal species 



(including humans) for both viral and bacterial pathogens. Key findings were 
published in the Journal of Virology and Blood and the latter selected a figure for 
the cover (a figure created by Tim Vojt, medical illustrator). He has taken a lead 
role in the characterization of the cotton rat as one of only two rodent systems 
(together with chinchillas) that support respiratory tract infections by 
paramyxoviruses of humans, dogs, and cattle (i.e., measles, canine distemper, 
and respiratory syncytial viruses). Dr. Niewiesk’s work served as a basis for 
collaboration with partners in industry (Virion Systems and Alios BioPharma, 
amongst others), and NIH subcontracts with investigators at Emory University 
and the Weill Cornell Medical College.  
 
William L. Ingalls Award for Exceptional Service: Dr. Lynne Olson 

Dr. Lynne Olson was the recipient of the William Ingalls Award for Exceptional 
Service. Since her election to the Research and Graduate Council in 1987, she 
has demonstrated the highest level of faculty involvement. Her work on the 
Council in Research and Graduate Studies, Council on Academic Excellence for 
Women, University Committee on Academic Misconduct, University Senate, 
University Research Committee, and Council on Academic Affairs, among 
others, has garnered much respect from her colleagues. After acquiring 
specialized knowledge of new federal regulations, Dr. Olson founded the Office 
of Research Risks Protection, which helps write new university policies to enable 
researchers to comply with federal guidelines. Her leadership was critical in the 
creation of a joint committee of the University Senate and the Research and 
Graduate Council. As OSU’s first conflict of interest administrator, Dr. Olson was 
responsible for designing the university’s administrative process for reviewing 
disclosure forms and working with faculty and administrators to develop conflict 
management plans, all while developing the first graduate course in professional 
and ethical issues in biomedical research. Most recently, Dr. Olson played a key 
role in supporting the semester conversion for the professional degree program 
in the College of Veterinary Medicine, a herculean task. 

Charles C. Capen Teaching Excellence Award for Graduate Education: 
Dr. Thomas Rosol 

 

Dr. Tom Rosol received the Charles C. Capen Teaching 
Excellence Award for Graduate Education. The award 
serves to honor College of Veterinary Medicine faculty 
members who excel in their roles as advisors and mentors 
for Master of Science and Doctor of Philosophy candidates, 
as participants in departmental graduate programs, or as 
resource persons for the graduate students of the College. 
Dr. Rosol’s professional and graduate students have found 
success in both academic and private settings. Collectively, 

graduate students have been awarded a total of 16 fellowships funded by the 
National Institutes of Health (11 National Research Service Awards, and 5 
Mentored Clinical Scientist Development awards) and three are recipients of the 



Harold Casey Award from the American College of Veterinary Pathologists 
(ACVP), the highest national recognition conferred by the ACVP. Dr. Rosol’s 
other contributions include his service on the National Council on Research 
Policy and Graduate Education (2003-04) and his current role as director of an 
NIH training grant (T32) Mouse Models of Human Disease. Dr. Rosol’s students 
have compiled an unparalleled record of accomplishments and he continues to 
make important contributions to the graduate education community.  
 
Distinguished Alumni Award: Dr. Robert Hamlin 

Dr. Robert Hamlin has spent his entire academic life at the 
Ohio State University and he is woven into the fabric of our 
college. Dr. Hamlin received his DVM degree from Ohio State 
University College of Veterinary Medicine in 1958, his Master 
of Science in 1960, and his PhD in 1962. When he retired in 
2011, he had served 49 years as a faculty member. Dr. Hamlin 
was inducted as a charter diplomate in internal medicine 
(1973) and cardiology (1974) by the American College of 
Veterinary Internal Medicine. He has had enormous 
international impact on the development of cardiology as a 

clinical specialty in veterinary medicine. 

It is estimated that Dr. Hamlin has personally been involved in the education of 
over 5,000 veterinary students and his graduate students represent a "Who's 
Who" of veterinary cardiology in addition to including distinguished professionals 
with appointments in other health professions and industry. He has been 
consistently successful in securing public and private support, has published over 
340 peer-reviewed manuscripts in scientific journals and numerous book 
chapters. Dr. Hamlin has been highly sought as a consultant by companies such 
as Boehringer Ingelheim, Wyeth-Ayerst, Amgen, and Genentech. He has been a 
consultant for the Battelle Memorial Institute in Columbus and has served as a 
collaborator and visiting professor at other academic institutions all over the 
world. His service to professional organizations has included ACVIM's Board of 
Regents, Central Ohio Chapter of the American Heart Association, Central Ohio 
Biomedical Engineering Program, and the Research Advisory Committee of the 
Columbus Zoo.  

Dr. Hamlin has received numerous awards for his teaching including two of the 
highest accolades given by OSU – a University Distinguished Teaching Award in 
1983 and a University Distinguished Lecturer Award in 2005. Notable among his 
many other awards are membership in the National Academy of Veterinary 
Science of Spain (1983), the ACVIM Robert W. Kirk Distinguished Service Award 
(1995), Ohio State University Distinguished Alumnus Award (2008), 
Distinguished Scientist Award from the Society for Safety Pharmacology (2009), 
and Distinguished Lecturer of the Ohio Academy of Science (2009). 



Personal warmth, insatiable scientific curiosity, and boundless enthusiasm for 
teaching lie at the heart of Dr. Hamlin's success. His personal qualities and 
professional attributes have engendered deep respect and great affection in all 
who have encountered Dr. Hamlin during his long and distinguished career at the 
Ohio State University.  

Dr. Paul Stromberg Honored with the CGS Siddens Award 

 
The OSU Council of Graduate Students (CSG) honored Dr. 
Paul Stromberg with the James M. Siddens Award for 
Distinguished Graduate Student Faculty Advising. Upon the 
retirement of James M. Siddens—the CGS faculty advisor 
for nearly twenty years—the Council created the James M. 
Siddens Award for Distinguished Faculty Advising to 
recognize faculty members who exemplify the best in 
graduate student advising. The only award of its kind on 
campus, this recognition is given each spring to one 
member of the graduate faculty. 

 
Dr. Stromberg (pictured left) was nominated by the CVM Graduate Student 
Association for his tireless effort in advising. In his 26 years at OSU, he has 
served on 24 Masters and PhD committees, and has been present at 60 
candidacy and final exams. Dr. Stromberg was part of the Department of 
Veterinary Biosciences Graduate Studies Committee for seven years in addition 
to teaching numerous graduate level courses, usually in small groups to enhance 
learning. Particularly valuable has been his mentorship of students in the 
combined anatomic pathology residency/PhD graduate program. He truly enjoys 
seeing graduate students grow throughout their studies, mature personally, and 
become successful scientists. Dr. Stromberg has been a board certified 
veterinary pathologist for 29 years and has served as the president of the 
American College of Veterinary Pathologists (ACVP). His network of colleagues 
and collaborators across all disciplines of biomedical science are an invaluable 
resource for graduate students in the College of Veterinary Medicine.  
 
Abdul Rahaman and Jan Sally Retire After 40 Years of Service  
 
Abdul Rahaman began his career in the Department of Veterinary Biosciences 
as a lab preparator in 1971. In that role, he was responsible for filling glass 
orders as well as the cleaning and sterilization of glassware. As Goss Lab 
continued to expand under the leadership of Dr. Charles Capen as chair (1981-
2002), Mr. Rahaman accepted the position of building coordinator in 1998. In this 
new role, he assisted the chair in planning, coordinating, and implementing 
renovation and building projects. He also served as the liaison for building 
maintenance repair and as the safety coordinator. Over the past 41years, Mr. 
Rahaman has worked with several vendors across the university and in the 
Columbus area, building connections and saving the department thousands of 



dollars. His fondest memories in the department are of playing volleyball with 
faculty and staff and making breakfast before his morning shift.  
 
Jan Sally joined the Department of Veterinary Biosciences in 1978 when Dr. 
Adalbert Koestner was Chair. Mr. Sally had worked at the Ohio State Medical 
Center in Dodd Hall for nearly 14 years as a lab associate. During his time in 
VBS, he began working as a research assistant in Mark Strauch’s lab under a 
grant from the Air Force. Once Dr. Strauch’s grant ended, Mr. Sally began 
working with other Principal Investigators in the department. In the 1990’s under 
Dean Hoffsis, he played an integral role with a renovation project for the new 
Veterinary Medical Academic Building (VMAB) and became one of the lead 
coordinators; he assisted with the move from Sisson to VMAB. In 2002, Mr. Sally 
became the building coordinator; he oversaw everyday building issues and 
renovation projects. Mr. Sally states that he has enjoyed working for the 
university for more than 40 years. 
 
While happy that both these valued members of the VBS team will be able to 
enjoy a much-deserved retirement, we will certainly miss their presence and 
contributions to the department. Congratulations and many, many thanks to 
Abdul Rahaman and Jan Sally for their many wonderful years here and for their 
commitment, service, and contributions to the Department of Veterinary 
Biosciences and College of Veterinary Medicine. 
 
VBS HIGHLIGHTS FOR JUNE: 
 
Publications: 
Aeffner F, Bratasz A, Flano E, Powell AK, Davis IC.  
Post-infection A77-1726 treatment improves cardiopulmonary function in H1N1 
influenza-infected mice. Accepted (American Journal of Respiratory Cell and 
Molecular Biology) 
 

Appointments:  
Dr. Ian Davis will be appointed to serve on the Animal Care and Experimentation 
Committee Council of the American Physiological Society for a three-year term 
from January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2015. 

Staff Feature: Heather Strange  

Heather Strange is a Research Associate in Dr. Tracey 
Papenfuss’ lab.  She is originally from Richmond, Virginia 
and moved to the Columbus area last May. Heather 
received her BS in Animal and Poultry Science at Virginia 
Tech and her MS in Molecular Biology and Genetics from 
Virginia Commonwealth University. Ms. Strange’s research 
focus was mechanisms of iron acquisition employed by 
Neisseria gonorrhoeae.  Currently, she is studying the 
impact of regulatory and inflammatory myeloid cells on 



inflammatory disease and cancer. When not in the lab, she is usually training for 
her next half marathon or trail riding with her horse, Lati. Welcome to VBS, 
Heather! 
 
Announcements: 
 
VBS Department Summer Picnic 
 
Our VBS Picnic will be held on Friday, June 22th at Whetstone Park of Roses 
from 12-5pm. The picnic is a potluck get together for an afternoon of fun and 
relaxation. There will be burgers, hot dogs, and drinks provided. Everyone who 
attends should sign up ahead of time and bring a side dish to share. Please 
contact Elizabeth Hope at hope.18@osu.edu  for more information. 
 
Wellness News: June is National Men’s Health Month 
 
June is National Men's Health Month. According to the Centers for Disease 
Control, women are 100 percent more likely to visit their doctor for annual 
examinations and preventive services than men. On average, men die almost six 
years earlier than women and are four times as likely to commit suicide (CDC, 
2009). Regular checkups and age-appropriate screenings for men, such as blood 
pressure, cholesterol, and prostate exams can improve your health and reduce 
premature death and disability.  
 
To learn more, visit http://www.nursing.osu.edu/BWT. 
 

For comments or suggestions for our newsletter, please contact Ms. Elizabeth 
Hope, Program Assistant at hope.18@osu.edu Department of Veterinary 
Biosciences. 
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