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Veterinary Preventive Medicine hosting Cochran Fellows from Armenia and Georgia 
 

Veterinary Preventive Medicine received USDA funding to host eight Cochran fellows from Armenia and 
Georgia from January 24 to February 4, 2011. The fellows arrived at Ohio State over the weekend. The 
program, led by PI Dr. Fernando Silveira, is funded through USDA Foreign Agriculture Services (FAS), 
Office of Capacity Building and Development (OCBD). The main objective of the training program is to 
enhance the professional veterinary skills and knowledge of fellows from Armenia and Georgia and 
introduce them how the private veterinary business operates in the US. The training program will focus 
on organization, planning and management systems of the US private veterinary business operations, 
relationships with producers, government organizations (state and federal) and veterinary associations. 
Fellows will have the opportunity to learn advanced veterinary practical techniques at the VPM Food 
Animal Services and other relevant units within and outside Ohio State. More information at 
Silveira.2@osu.edu  
 
BETHA Service learning opportunity in Eastern Africa  
 



CVM Global Health Program (CVM-GHP) received funding from the Battelle 
Endowment for Technology and Human Affairs (BETHA) for a service learning 
project in Eastern Africa under the auspices of the VPH-Biotech Eastern African 
Consortium. The project funding is further matched by the Health Sciences Center 
for Global Health (HSCGH). The plan is to fund to up to six competent students. 
Successful candidates are expected to conduct a field, clinical or bench top 

service learning activities in partnership with students in eastern African academic, research and/or 
service providing institutes for a minimum of 6-8 weeks period.  The deadline for submission is extended 
to February 15, 2011. To receive application materials and supporting directions, please send e-mail to 
gebreyes@cvm.osu.edu.  
 

 
 

“One Health” Eastern Africa scholars to arrive at Ohio State 
 

The Veterinary Public Health-Biotech Eastern Africa Consortium is a collaborative effort among The Ohio 
State University, International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) and academic institutes in Eastern 
Africa, Asia-Pacific and Semi-Arid Brazil initiated in 2008. The consortium utilizes the “One Health” model 
to foster mutually-beneficial sustainable partnerships among agricultural, veterinary and human 
medicine professionals. Ohio State is preparing to host three PhD fellows from Addis Ababa University, 
University of Nairobi and Sokoine University of Agriculture. The visiting scholars will join collaborating 
units: Department of Veterinary Preventive Medicine (VPM); Food Animal Health Research Program 
(FAHRP) and Public Health Preparedness for Infectious Diseases (PHPID). The candidates are expected to 
arrive the first week of March 2011 and will join respective programs as of Spring quarter. For more 
information, please contact Dr. Baye Molla (molla.7@osu.edu) or Dr. Kat Marriott 
(Kathleen.marriott@osumc.edu).  
 
CVM partners with WHO in Global Food Infection Network (GFN) activities 
 

The World Health Organization (WHO) Global Food Infection network 
(GFN) [http://www.who.int/gfn) level III course was organized last 
November at the Kenyan Medical Research Institute (KEMRI), Nairobi. 
The course was organized by the WHO, CDC and other partners from 
the U.S., Europe and Eastern Africa. A total of 55 participants from 12 
countries attended the course. Ohio State was invited as one of the 
presenters and Dr Gebreyes (Director of CVM Global Health 

programs) presented lecture on Tracking Pathogens in Food animal Production Systems”.  Dr. Sam 
Kariuki, Director for Center for Microbiology Research at KEMRI, a collaborator on NIH GID research and 
training program was the local coordinator of the course. In addition Dr Gebreyes also met with the 



Director of KEMRI, (Dr MPoke) and the CDC Global Disease Detection (GDD) program team and discussed 
potential partnerships. For more information, please send an e-mail to gebreyes@cvm.osu.edu   
 

 

 
This past October, faculty members Dr. Armando Hoet and Dr. Thomas 
Wittum, along with four of our own current Veterinary Public Health 
specialization students, took part in a “Farm to Table Study Program” 
located Uruguay. The program took place in three southern cities of 
Uruguay, and was organized by University of Minnesota, The Ohio State 
University, the Universidad de la Republica in Uruguay, and the Uruguay 

Ministry of Livestock, Agriculture, and Fishery. In total, 16 professionals across the Americas, including 
USA, Costa Rica, Venezuela, Paraguay, Brazil and Uruguay, completed the study program led by five 
instructors. Current MPH-VPH student Janet Buffet, Caitlin Lacey, Pouneh Behin, and Rachel Chouinard 
actively participated in the program. These Ohio State students received competitive partial and full 
scholarships from the Ohio State Global Health Center, the Ohio State College of Veterinary Medicine, 
OARDC and the UMN. For more information, please e-mail at hoet.1@osu.edu  
 

 
 

Biosciences eastern and central Africa (BecA) Hub, Nairobi was officially launched in 
November. BecA Hub is hosted and managed by the International Livestock Research 
Institute (ILRI) in Nairobi, Kenya and provides a common biosciences research 
platform, research-related services and capacity building opportunities to the 
region and beyond. As one of the partners of BecA, Ohio State was represented via 
the CVM Global Health Program’s office at the opening ceremony. Dr. Gebreyes 
presented the Ohio State Eastern Africa VPH-Biotech Consortium activities and 
future plans to invited guests from the region. Our initiatives in the region were very 

well received with potential support from various regional and international participants including the 
ASARECA and NEPAD. The launching ceremony and ribbon cutting was conducted by His Excellency Mwai 
Kibaki, President of Kenya. More information on BecA at http://hub.africabiosciences.org/  
 
 
Opportunities in Global Vet Med and Public Health (VPM 693) elective course- updates 
 

Global Food Systems: Experiential Learning in Action, the Uruguayan Example 

ILRI Biosciences eastern and central Africa (BecA) Hub Officially launched  



The annual elective course (VPM 693) was 
successfully offered to professional and interested 
graduate students for the third time from Dec 13-
17, 2010. This year a total of 40 students from 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM), Veterinary 
Public Health (VPH), Environmental Health Sciences 

(EHS) and Pharmacy programs attended the course.  In addition to faculty members from OSU, guest 
instructors from federal agencies FDA-CVM, USDA-APHIS, US Air Force and Global Institute for Food 
Systems Leadership (GIFSL) shared their expertise and career opportunities. Students with global health 
experience in the past few years also shared their experience. A cultural lunch representing different 
continents was sponsored by various college units. The global health Program appreciates participation 
from faculty members from the three departments and other colleges and institutions including: Drs. Fry, 
Hoet, Hueston, Inpanbutr, Liang, Middleton, Molla, Porter-Spaulding, Premanandan, Rajala-schultz, 
Rajashekara, Raviv, Silveira, Simmons, Sundlof, and Toribio,  
 
 
Funding opportunities – Global health related 
 

CDC Hubert Global Health Fellowship 
The CDC-Hubert Global Health Fellowship provides an opportunity for third- and fourth-year veterinary 
and medical students to gain public health experience in an international setting. Hubert fellows spend six 
to twelve weeks in a developing country working on a priority health problem in conjunction with CDC 
staff. Through these experiences, students establish relationships with, and receive training from, 
recognized experts from CDC and other national and international health agencies. Each year, ten fellows 
are selected to participate in the program and receive a stipend of $4,000 to cover travel costs. 
Fellowship opportunities vary each year. Applications for the 2011–2012 fellowship class are due February 
18, 2011. For more information, please visit the program’s website at www.cdc.gov/HubertFellowship. 
Questions may be addressed to Catherine Folowoshele, Program Coordinator, at CFolowoshele@cdc.gov.  
 
Mershon Center for International Security Studies offers research grants for Faculty 
and Students 
The Mershon Center holds a competition for Ohio State faculty and students to apply for research grant 
funds. Grants may be used for a variety of purposes including travel, research, seminars, conferences, 
interviews, experiments, workshops and more. Applications must be for projects related to the study of 
national security in a global context. We are also interested in projects related to Ohio State’s global 
gateways in China, India and Brazil, as well as policy issues in biosecurity and cybersecurity. For more 
information, see http://mershoncenter.osu.edu/grants/grants/grants.htm. The deadline is January 31, 
2011. 



 
OIA Global Gateways Study Abroad Program 
The Office of International Affairs (OIA) Global Gateway Study Abroad program recently released 
opportunities for students interested in study abroad programs in Brazil 
(http://oia.osu.edu/pdf/countries/Brazil-Gateway). The program is designed to offer cultural experience 
for students who wish to gain an experience with global diversity and the program will introduce students 
to Brazilian history, culture, society, and contemporary issues. The program is open to students of any 
major interested in learning about the global significance of Brazil and preference is given to first and 
second year students. Application deadline is February 1, 2011 and the program will be June 15 - July 15, 
2011. For detailed information please contact Grace Johnson (johnson.136@osu.edu; 614-292-6101) or visit 
the website. 
 
US-Ethiopian University Partnership Seed Money Opportunities 
The U.S. Embassy Public Affairs Section in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia is sponsoring a small grant competition 
intended to encourage the start-up of innovative and mutually beneficial partnerships between U.S. and 
Ethiopian universities and colleges. In December 2010, a conference sponsored by the U.S. Embassy in 
Ethiopia and the Institute of International Education entitled "Building Sustainable U.S.-Ethiopian 
Partnerships" was held in Addis Ababa. Ohio State was represented at this meeting via Director of the 
regional Liaison office. CVM Global Health Programs is developing a proposal in partnership with the 
University of Gondar, Ethiopia. For more information, please visit: http://ethiopia.usembassy.gov Faculty 
members interested on this opportunity, please contact molla.7@osu.edu Submission deadline is January 
31, 2011. 
 
American Society of Microbiology Opportunities 
 Fellowship Program: Host a Young Scientist open to promising young investigators in Africa, Asia 

(including Eastern Europe and Russia) and Latin America and the Caribbean who are pursuing any of 
the microbiology disciplines. http://www.asm.org/International/fellowship. 

 ASM-PAHO Infectious Diseases Epidemiology and Surveillance Professorship provides funding 
specifically for ASM members in the US to teach short courses in the area of antimicrobial 
resistance at institutions of higher learning in Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, or Peru. 
http://www.asm.org/International/professorship 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________                                                   
 

This e-mail was sent by the CVM Global Health Programs (GHP) office. 
For more information about this news and other GHP issues, please send an e-mail to gebreyes@cvm.osu.edu  

 


