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Update for Veterinarians November - December 2019

Dr. Meghan Herron, associate professor-clinical 
and head of the Veterinary Medical Center’s (VMC) 
Behavioral Medicine Service, will be leaving in 
January to oversee the design and implementation 
of a new and innovative Behavior Treatment 
Center at Gigi’s in Canal Winchester, Ohio. Gigi’s 
leads a collaborative resource network within the 
dog sheltering community to improve the health 
and well-being of shelter dogs and increase 
efficiencies within the network – all to help dogs 
and organizations in more communities.

Dr. Herron’s departure is bittersweet for all who 
have worked with and alongside her. Dr. Herron’s 
contributions have been immeasurable: She 
created a robust behavioral medicine program — 
in science and practice — at the VMC, where none 
existed before. Under her leadership, the program 
has become a productive clinical and academic 
teaching service that includes a full-time, boarded 
faculty member, two residents, two veterinary 
technicians, a two-hour core Introduction to Animal 
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Behavior course, an elective in Shelter Dog Behavior, and clinical 
rotation and behavior lectures as an integral part of the curriculum.

She says her most proud accomplishments include helping aggressive 
animals get wellness care and advanced diagnostics and surgery; 
educating graduating veterinarians to help them feel confident treating 
behavioral problems; and being a resource for referring veterinarians.

At Gigi’s, Dr. Herron will work to develop a model to care for homeless 
dogs, who are on the fringe of being adoptable due to mild-to-
moderate behavior problems, by funneling them through a program 
that assesses and addresses their needs, thus preparing them for 
adoption in select source shelters. The goal, she says, is to create a 
model for shelters nationwide. 

“Gigi’s is a state-of-the-art center focused on not just sheltering 
animals, but on maximizing its impact on the lives of shelter animals 
throughout the state of Ohio,” she says. 

Dr. Herron will be transitioning her service leadership to Dr. Leanne 
Lilly, who has worked with Dr. Herron for more than three and a half 
years. She says clients are in good hands with Dr. Lilly, who Dr. Herron 
says, “came to us as an expert”, with four years of her own practice 
plus a year of specialized behavioral medicine before she even 
started her residency here at the VMC.  “Dr. Lilly has really fine-tuned 
this program by integrating with our other services, including internal 
medicine, neurology and orthopedic medicine. She is a remarkable 
clinician.”

Says Dr. Lilly: “Following wonderful opportunities under Dr. Herron’s 
mentorship, I’m aiming for a seamless transition in which the amazing 
team members of our service continue to provide the exceptional 
behavioral care and compassion that allowed Dr. Herron to grow this 
service, both in clientele and in service members.” 

Vet-to-vet consultations are one of her favorite aspects of her work, 
Dr. Lilly adds. “I am ever grateful to be part of such an amazing, 
personable veterinary network in our Small Animal Behavioral 
Medicine Service.”

To refer patients, call 614-292-4655 or email 
OSUVET.BehaviorMedicine@osu.edu.

For more details, please visit: vet.osu.edu/alumni/continuing-education

Upcoming CE Events
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 November 2 Ohio State & Royal Canin Symposium, Columbus
 6 Equine & Farm Animal lunch, Cuyahoga Falls
 13 Equine & Farm Animal lunch, Tipp City
 January  3 3rd Annual Equine & Farm Animal Conference 
  Columbus

Dr. Leanne Lilly (L) and 
Dr. Meghan Herron (R)


